A Delighttul Song

15 & small
sectetive bad (4.73 inches leng, with a
wingspan of 6 inches) that I have seen only
afew times atound my houss—several times sleulke-
ing undet the chaits on my back potch in late
falldeat Iy wintet and once on the shelf of a bird
feedet. They prefer low shrubby habitat. Bew
Mezxico 15 on the border of ther summer/fwinter
tanges, so they could be around any season, but
mote likely in summet. They have sevetal col-
ctations. In Eldotado, the HW is a light reddish-
gray on the back and tail, plam light gtay-brown
on the chest and stemach, with some datk bats oo
the wings and tail and a plain gray brown head
with lightet eyebtow stripe (2 distinguishing
matk) The head appeats flattened and the ball 15
slendet and longish. Like most wtens, the shott tail
is usually cocked up in the ar. Males and females
ate stmilat. Thett song is a delightful fast sefies of
tolls descending into a bubbling trill WWinter
migration is throughout Mexico. Vatious sub-
species of the HW ate found from Canada to Tietta
del Fuege.
The male may start building a nest before
couttship. He quivers his wings and tases his tail to

prospective mates, Dests are
usually in a cavity of possibly an
old nest of another bird. The
male may put mere than 400
sticks into one cavity When a
fernale patts with the mals she
takes over nest building and
adds the nest cup and lining. Six
to eight eggs take 13 days to
hatch and ate brooded only by
the female Attical young (help-
less, eyes shut, a little down and no feathets) fledge
in 12 to 18 days. Both patents continue to fesd the
young for about two wesks. Both male and femals
sometimes desttoy eggs of othet HWs and other
species nesting neatby, although the behaviot does
not cccut while the pait 15 tending thett own eggs.
Diet includes insects, snails, millipedes and spiders.

I found a wides with song on YouTube at
http i poutube comdmatch M =" 8w CGORRR L

An acquaintance jokingly asked me if our Road

Funnets "tun” south in wintet. BRs ate non-migta-
toty, but I have not seen them hete in winta, Has
anyone seen them here?

—Pam Hend e



