
Conservation Committee Minutes - June 7, 2016 

Attendees: Jim Daniels (Chair), Jerry Gulseth, Tom Bredenberg, John Parker, Bob Sandlin, 
Mark Young (Staff Liaison). The Board Liaison was not in attendance. It was determined that a 
quorum was established. A copy of the audio record will be made available for the preparation 
of the minutes. 
Guests: John Reynolds (prospective Committee member) 
1. Approval of May minutes: John Parker moved to accept the minutes with minor 
typographical corrections, Jerry Gulseth seconded. Mark Young will make the minor corrections. 

            

2. Update on ad hoc committee Best Landscaping practices: There was nothing to report 
this month. 
3. Social Trail Signs: 4 signs have arrived (see Agenda for illustration) and are ready to install 
in order to block off social trails on Vista Grande Peak that the Committee has deemed harmful. 
4. Latest on library trail project: Jim Daniels reported that some progress had been made in 
obtaining County equipment and personnel to complete the County’s portion of the trail after GM 
Brenda Leonard contacted the office of the Commissioner. However, Mark Hogan, the County 
employee who supported the project has been replaced by Paul Olafson. Mr. Olafson is 
encountering opposition to the project from another County employee, thus prolonging the 
impasse. John Parker will speak to Paul Olafson. 
5. Rail Trail status: The contract for completion of the section of the County rail trail south of 
Avenida Vista Grande has allegedly been awarded and ready for execution but this has not yet 
been done, thus no progress on the trail for now. 
6. Trailhead work on Monte Alto June 20th. John Parker and Jim Daniels will meet with the 
residents 8:30-9:00 AM to advise on restoration of greenbelt trail and access. Rolling dips, e.g., 
will be encouraged where appropriate. 
7. Update on Greenbelt trail standards; No further input from Board Liaison on question of 
verifying easements for permanent greenbelt trail access. A survey to verify easement at Board 
expense prior to commencement of any greenbelt seems to be the inclination of the Committee. 
The Committee has no intention of initiating a massive greenbelt trail building program through 
out Eldorado. The role of the Committee would be advisory and supervisory once community 
initiative and support for a particular project has been established, ref Monte Alto project and the 
notion of a neighborhood champion for a project. John Reynolds also has plans for community 
adoption and revitalization of a greenbelt trail. He stressed the importance of educating the 
public on the concept of greenbelts and the installation of informative signage at permanent 
access points, thus bringing us back to easement issue. 
8. May work projects report 

            A) Trail 201, May 20, 2016: This project suffered from extremely low turnout. Despite 
that, the rock pile is gone and the rock structures are completed. 

            B) Trail 203, Jim completed the section of trail left from the April 20 work day that had 
previously been roughed out by Tom Brimacombe. It is a well defined trail that has received 
favorable comments. 

9. June project dates: 

            A. June18, 2016, trail 301: Water bar repair and reroute of some portions. John Parker 
and Jim Daniels have conflicts on this date, so volunteers and trucks are needed. This project 
will be supervised by Jan Willem Jensens. Flags have already been set 



            B. Effort to get better turn out from volunteers: At Jim’s request ECIA VP Pam Henline 
sent out an email blast on May 31requesting volunteers for the 301 project. A similar message 
has already been posted on the marquee. Mark indicated that he has already received 
responses from interested parties. 

10. Eagle Scout Projects: The scout troop that used to take on trail projects in the preserve for 
Eagle Scout qualification declined to participate further. A different scout troop has expressed 
interest in trail projects. Mark will continue in contact with the troop. The VGL Trail project and 
the 105 Trail head cut project scheduled for autumn were brought up as possibilities. 
11. COLTPAC report: John Parker recommended that members from COLTPAC (County Open 
Land, Trails, Parks Advisory Committee) be invited to a future meeting of the Conservation 
Committee to educate the members on the extensive holdings, plans and policies that comprise 
COLTPAC. 
12. Other Business: There have been reports of a motorbike rider intruding on green belt and 
power line trails. Law enforcement has been notified but their jurisdiction in this instance is 
limited to roads. Photographs have been taken and were reviewed by the Committee. All agreed 
the first priority is to identify the rider and, if and ECIA member, proceed weith engforcement 
action. 

Jim reported that Tom Brimacombe noted via email that the grass on the Pueblo Canyon pilot 
trail is growing vigorously and ECIA staff should mow it twice this summer. John Parker made a 
motion that this be done and Jerry seconded it and it carried with no opposition. 

13. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM. The next meeting is scheduled for 
July 5, 2016 at 7:00 PM. Tom Brimacombe will take the minutes. 
 


