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As of the end of February, contractors have been
selected for most of the work. A hole was created in
the back wall with a temporary gate installed so that

debris and construction materials could easily be handled
with appropriate equipment.

Contracts for all major components of the pool
rehabilitation project have been signed.Work is in full swing
on the pool rehabilitation project.
Contractors working on our pool project are:
• Casa de Suenos: rehabilitation of bathhouse
• Kuckelman Pump: performing ECIA well code upgrades
• Poolside Design & Construction: demolition of old deck,
upgraded grounding, upgraded skimmers and
installation of new deck.

•Water Management Associates: upgrade of pool
backwash, replacement/upgrade of pool septic system,
and community center septic system.

• New Image Construction: initial bathhouse demolition,
construction fencing and miscellaneous work.

A special thank you goes out to ECIA Maintenance Staff for
their assistance.

As of March 22nd, demolition of the main pool deck is
complete with Poolside moving on to the kiddy pool deck.
Next up will be trenching for grounding and skimmer work.
WMA has started installation of the backwash/septic
treatment tanks. Casa De Suenos has completed the
plumbing demolition.

The ‘lower’ dog park entrance has been closed for the
safety of users and construction personnel, the gate will
remain closed for the construction period. We have installed
construction fencing and ask residents and the public to not
enter the area. Please understand this is construction site
and only authorized personnel are to be on the site.

As this is a generational project, it will be of utmost
importance to have the work done right. With revised
estimates of work effort recently received, and there could be
more to come, it is possible the opening of the pool season
may have to be delayed.

The Facilities and Grounds Committee is sponsoring a
twice a month status brie�ing for residents. These will
continue the �irst and third Thursday of each month at 2PM in
the Conference Room until the pool opens. Information will
continue to be posted to the ECIA website.

-Nolan Zisman, F&G Chair &
Russel Winslow, Construction Manager

A comprehensive Pool/Community Center Infrastructure
Renovation Budget has not yet been established, but is
expected to exceed $800,000.

-Finance Committee
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Fences in Disrepair

Spring is here! Gardeners are busy
planning how to plant, fertilize and
improve their soil. Remember that clean

horse manure for compost is available for
free anytime during daylight hours, 7 days a
week, at the Eldorado Stable Amenity.

Even if you choose not to compost,
mulching your trees or amending your soil
with manure is a free, easy and natural way to
save water, fertilize your plants and improve
soil tilth.

Eldorado residents have twoways to get manure:

1) Self- serve: come into the Stables any time with your own
shovel and truck or containers, and take as much manure as
you wish out of the green manure bins, OR

2) Gardner/barn owner matchmaking program: No shovel
necessary! The Stable Committee will connect gardeners
seeking manure with barn owners willing to muck into
containers provided by the gardener. Gardeners coordinate

with individual barn owners to arrange to pick
up their �illed containers. Call Stable
Committee Chair Amelia Adair at 720-563-
1018 to get started.

Details: The Stable gates open and
close automatically during daylight hours
without a code. Just pull forward onto the
sensor -- past the keypad -- and wait.
Currently Waste Management empties our
manure bins every Wednesday morning, so the
best time to pick up manure is between
Thursday and the following Tuesday. Manure

bins are located throughout the Stable Amenity common areas,
so if one bin isn’t very full, drive on to check the next one.

Never composted? It’s easy. Check out New Mexico
State University’s online resources at
https://bernalilloextension.nmsu.edu/mastercomposter/, or
ask a barn owner. Horse manure is mostly hay, so it’s a great
addition to worm bins and breaks down very quickly into soil
when raked out.

-Amelia Adair, Stable Committee Chair
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A Match Made in Heaven
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Open Discussion Group:
Thursday, April 11, at 6 PM in

the ECIA Classroom

Over the winter months the ECIA staff has noted that
there are many coyote fences, as well as wood slat
fences that are old and going into disrepair. This is not

surprising considering that many of these fences are 20 or
more years old and made of wood. This is most evident when
they are starting to lean over or have supports on the outside
of the fence propping them up. (See the photos below of some
examples of such fences.)

Residents whose fences are in such disrepair (or headed
into a states of decline) need to be aware that section 14 of the
Eldorado Covenants was written in part to prevent homes and
structures on lots from going into disrepair and clearly states
that “No unsightly or offensive objects shall be erected, placed,
stored or permitted to remain on any lot, nor shall any lot be
permitted to appear in an unclean or untidy condition.”

Additionally, section 10.2.4. of the Eldorado Guidelines for
Protective Covenants and Building Restrictions states that on
wood slat or Coyote fences, stringers and other supports are
required to be on inside of the fence, and due to this Residents

are not allowed to prop up a fence with a support on the
outside of the fence.

At this time we are asking all residents with wood fences
to take time as winter winds down to inspect their fences for
signs of leaning or disrepair. Should you �ind that your fence is
leaning or as loose vertical or horizontal supports, we ask that
you take the needed corrective actions of making repairs or
adding supports to their fences, if needed, on the inside of the
fence. Residents should keep in mind, however, that such
repairs cannot change the style or size or height of the fence,
unless approved by the ECIA.

Should your fence be one of those with external supports
propping it up, we ask that you make the needed repairs to
your fence so that there are no external supports, and so that
the strong spring winds do not blow it down or do further
damage to the fence. We urge your cooperation in these
matters to help keep Eldorado a beautiful place to live.

If you have any questions please callMark Young at the ECIA at
505-469-1302, or e-mail him at myounghoamco.com.

-Mark Young
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The Elusive Power of Silence
In this noisy world of traf�ic, smart phones, constant

communication and endless chatter it is becoming more and
more dif�icult to experience the sound of silence. It is the

time spent in quiet solitude that gives us the opportunity to
reconnect with ourselves. Taking a few minutes each day to
simply sit still can help us to feel more present. By focusing on
the breath we can calm our minds and step back from our daily
lives. Yoga is one way to move into the stillness within. By
combining our breath with movement we are brought fully into
the moment. If you feel that life is becoming too noisy, both

externally and internally, I encourage you to put aside a little
time each day to sit or move in silence -- you will be amazed at
the space it opens up in your mind, and if you worry that you
might be no fun at dinner parties, remember the words of the
great Roman orator Cicero: “silence is one of the great arts of
conversation”.

-Julia Cairns. Yoga teacher

Spring Flea Market

Mark your calendars now for Saturday, May 4 for the
annual Eldorado Spring Flea Market at the ECIA
Community Center. This subdivision wide event

of�icially gets underway at 8:00 AMwith Northern NewMexico
vendors from Santa Fe, Pecos and Espanola as well as locals.
There is a wide variety of new and used merchandise including
handmade apparel, purses, jewelry, art and collectables, tools,
games, furniture and toys. Every year is different! This is a

family friendly event with something for everyone. Vendor set-
up begins at 6:30 AM with space fees $10 for Eldorado
residents and $15 for non-residents. The �lea market concludes
at 12:00 noon. Clean out your garage and select a space to
display your unwanted “treasures.” For more information go to
www.eldoradosf.org or call (505) 466-4175.

Sponsored by Eldorado Scout Troop 414.

Eldorado's "Spring Fling," a joyful day of family fun, takes
place Saturday, April 13, at the south end of La Tienda
Shopping Center, 7 Caliente Road.
Activities begin at 9 AM with the 5K Run for The

Garden, to bene�it the Eldorado Community School Garden
program. Look for a children's activity area to include a
bounce house, games, crafts and activities. Enjoy live music
and a raf�le offering both great prizes and unique experiences.
Treat yourself to foods and beverages from local vendors,
including a hand-crafted coffee station. Activities continue
until noon.

The always-anticipated Candy Egg Hunt takes place at
10:30. Children will be divided into age groups and should
bring a basket or sack to hold their eggs.

Most activities are free. The Run for The Garden
registration fee is $25 per adult, with no additional cost for a
child who accompanies a paid adult.

The Spring Fling is sponsored as a service to the
community by Eldorado Community Church (ECC), La Tienda,
Eldorado Fitness Studio, and Make Time, a La Tienda art,
activities and play center for all ages. "We want the whole
community to know they are welcome," said Jenny Contella of
ECC. "We already have runners signed up from as far away as
Albuquerque."

For more information, check the website at
eldoradospring�ling.org, where further details will be posted.

-Mary Southhall

5kRunfor theGardenEggHunt
BOUNCE HOUSECraftsArt Show

ELDORADO

Eldoradospringfling.org Sponsoredby: EldoradoCommunity Church,
LaTienda&Eldorado FitnessStudio&Make Time

FAMILY
April 13,20199am-12pm

7CalienteRoad

All proceeds benefittingEldoradoCommunity SchoolGardenProgram.$25Run for theGarden registration fee.

Spring Fling

Batter Up!
Get ready for some baseball! Spring signals the start of

America's favorite pastime, and soon you will see
Eldorado's own out there practicing at the ECIA. There

is a 10 and under boy’s baseball team of twelve kids playing
for AABC who will be using the �ield from late March through

June. They are grateful to have a place to practice without
driving to town! Please join to them in utilizing this great
resource."

-Carrie Morgan



Editorial Policy
The Vistas newsletter will not
publish any material deemed
in�lammatory, opinioned,
biased, or inappropriate.
Factual and objective

submissions will be selected
and edited at the discretion of
the Information Committee
and Board of Directors.

Community announcements
and articles of interest to
homeowners are welcome,
along with accompanying

photos.

Deadline
The deadline for articles will
be announced each month by
the Information Committee to
correspond with ECIA Board
and Information Committee
meetings. Submissions can be

emailed to
articles@eldoradosf.org

Mission
Statement

The mission of the monthly
newsletter, Vistas, is to inform
members of the ECIA about
issues before the Board of

Directors, various committees,
and the of�ice staff. Also, any
events happening in Eldorado
or the surrounding areas that
may be of interest may be

included. The publication seeks
to foster increased

neighborhood pride and
community participation in the

decision-making process.

Under Board Actions, it should be listed
that a Motion to approve the pool
construction contracts was tabled.

Staff Update
⊳⊳

Share your

comments

with us!

For policy and
deadline, see

below

ECIA: OUR HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION�

Seeking New
Members

Quorum Proxy Statement
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New Homeowners Act

Deadline

The deadline to submit for the May Vistas is
April 16 at 5 PM. Please send your articles
to articles@eldoradosf.org or bring them

to the of�ice, attention Anna Hansen. We welcome all
articles from homeowners, however, placement in
the Vistas is subject to space available and Board
approval.

The Annual Meeting of Members will be held on
May 6th at 7 P.M. in the Eldorado Community
Church space at La Tienda. Check your Annual

Report Packet for your Quorum Proxy Statement
and Return Security Envelope.

If you paid your 2019 Assessments on or before
March 1st, then you will receive the Proxy in your
Annual Report. This statement serves as your proxy
in case you may not attend the Annual Meeting. If
quorum is not met then the Annual Meeting must be
rescheduled to another date and time.

Directions are simple for returning the Proxy:
detach the bottom section, sign, date and place in
the postage-paid security return envelope. Return
it by mail (allow 14 days) or deposit it in the secure
box at the ECIA of�ice during business hours.
Quorum Proxy Statements must be received at the
ECIA of�ice no later than 5 P.M., May 2.

-ECIA Election Committee

The NewMexico legislature passed a new
homeowners act and signed it into law
becoming effective July 1, 2019. The ECIA

already complies with most of its provisions.

Of special interest are two provisions. ONE: The
law lists speci�ic documents which the ECIA must
make available to any lot owner who makes a
written request. If the documents are not provided
in 10 days, the ECIA is �ined $50 per day. TWO: A
disclosure certi�icate is provided by HOAMCO
relating to the sale of a property. HOAMCO is
currently charging $419 per certi�icate and this
charge will now be capped at $300. HOAMCO has
indicated that the fee change will not affect there
contract with the ECIA.

The HOA act can be found at:
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/19%20Regular
/Amendments_In_Context/SB0150.pdf

-Pam Henline

Correction to March
2019 Vistas

The ECIA’s Conservation Committee is a
group of dedicated members who are
passionate about protecting the existing

natural resources of the community,
enhancing these resources, and providing
recreational opportunities for all Eldorado
residents to enjoy. If you have hiked the
beautiful trails of the Eldorado Community
Preserve and make use of the Greenbelt trails,
you knowwhat awonderful amenity these are.
The Conservation Committee is currently
looking for new members who are highly
interested in this mission. The Committee
meets on the �irst Tuesday of each month, as
announced. Prospective members must
attend a minimum of three meetings, and then
upon approval by the Committee are
recommended to the ECIA Board for
appointment.

"Our �irst 2019 community work day in the
Eldorado Community Preserve is scheduled
for April 13th. We plan on working on a new
trail off Trail Head 4. Volunteers should bring
gloves, water and a snack. We'll meet at 9 AM
at the Community Center and car pool to the
trailhead
Please come join us!

-ECIA Conservation Committee

• Mike Bullock, Project Manager has
resigned. This position is currently open.
• Russell Winslow has taken over as our
Construction Manager for the pool
renovation project.
• Pool Manager has been hired,. He will
begin working on April 16. All lifeguard
applicants will be interviewed by GM & Pool
Manager after April 16
Open Positions;
• Project Manager
• Website / Events Coordinator
• Lifeguard

-Julie Navarro, General Manager
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���
Recent Board Actions

Over the past few years the ECIA has
experienced many calls from residents who
have witnessed a drone (s) �lying over their

property, without their permission. While Drones
and other small unmanned aircraft are governed by
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) rules, these
rules only provide for limited protection from
unsafe Drone �lying practices which could result in
individual or property damage. Additionally, these
FAA rules do not adequately provide for the
protection from excessive noise, invasion of privacy
and voyeurism.

Due to the fact that Section 14 (Nuisance
Clause) of the ECIA Covenants was written to
prevent any activity “which may endanger the
health of, or unreasonably disturb, other lot
owners, or which creates or constitutes a nuisance”,
the ECIA Board of Directors drafted a Drone
Operation Policy that went up on the ECIA website
for public review and comments. On August 18,

2018 a Drone Forum was conducted to allow
residents the opportunity to discuss the issue. It
was sparsely attended, however representatives
of both drone and model aircraft �lyers were
present along with concerned residents.

Due to a need to continue this important
discussion over the issue of Drones in Eldorado,
an ECIA Drone Task Force is being formed by the
ECIA Board of Directors to review the public
comments and will be addressing such issues as:

• Guidelines for responsible drone
ownership and operation
• Consequences for irresponsible drone
operation
• A possible �lying �ield for drones and

model aircraft
Anyone interested in participating in the Drone
Task Force should contact Mark Young at
myoung@hoamco.com.

-Mark Young

ECIA Drone Task Force

Forensic Audit
Porch & Associates, under contract with

HOAMCO, supplied a summary letter to ECIA
on February 8, 2019. The full audit was

accepted by the Board in the fall of 2018. Porch had
earlier stated that the full audit was not to be
published. The summary states that $10,286.88
was fraudulently taken from ECIA funds with the
main reason being that the previous ECIA General

Manager did not follow existing internal
controls. HOAMCO has implemented additional
internal controls and has replaced the stolen
monies as well as paying for the forensic audit.
The summary letter is posted at:
eldoradosf.org/forensic-audit-summary.html

-Pam Henline

The Board of Directors of the Eldorado
Community Improvement Association met on
Monday, March 25, 2019. Members present

were President David McDonald, Vice-President
Elizabeth Maclaren, Treasurer Joseph Gutierrez,
Secretary Bernardo Monserrat, and Director Todd
Handy. The following formal actions were reviewed
and passed by the Board:

• Motion to con�irm approval by unanimous
email vote on March 7, 2019 for a contract with
Casa De Suenos Construction to remodel the
pool bath house and storage area for $250,000.

• Motion to con�irm approval by unanimous
email vote on March 7, 2019 for a contract with
Poolside Design and Construction to remove
and replace pool deck and skimmers for
$192,801.25

• Motion to con�irm approval by unanimous
email vote on March 7, 2019 for a contract with
Water Management Associates to renovate the
backwash and pool septic system for
$107,329.55

• Motion to appoint Barrett Jody Price to the
Election Committee.

An in-depth report on the Facilities and
Grounds Committee was given by Committee Chair
Nolan Zisman, and reports on the other

committees were given by the respective Board
Liaisons. Each month the Board will invite the
Chair of one committee to give the in-depth
report.

Four members spoke at the Open Forum on
a variety of topics, including concerns about the
cost of the pool renovation, and the Board
addressed their concerns and corrected
misconceptions. One of the members read a
statement in support of the Board and the
volunteers who serve the Eldorado Community.

The next scheduled meeting of the ECIA
Board of Directors will be a Working session on
Monday April 15, 2019, at 6 PM, in the
Community Center Railroad Room. On
Thursday, April 18, 2019, at 7 PM, the Board
will conduct its regular meeting in the Railroad
Room.

ECIA Board meetings are open to the
public. Complete minutes and agendas are
available at the ECIA of�ice or on the website:
www.eldoradosf.org.

-ECIA Board of Directors



Library News
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May Book Sale
Save the Date: May 9 to 11!

Apri l2019 6

Events for Vista Grande Public Library:Most events take
place in the Meeting Room and have free admission, unless
noted otherwise. Call 505-466-7323 or check the website for
more information: www.vglibrary.org , particularly in regards
to possible cancellations owing to weather and road
conditions.
April 2/D Exhibition: April 2 to 27, in the Exhibition Space.
Martin Desht: Portraits of Poets – 16 silver-gelatin black-and-
white portraits of well-known American and international
poets.
April 3/D Exhibition: April 2 to 27, in Exhibition Case.
Original pieces by After School Reading program participants.
Book Donation Day: Saturday, April 6 and May 4, from 9 to
11:30 am only. Donors are kindly asked to: bring only items in
good condition; use boxes or bags you don’t need to keep;
bring large donations earlier in the morning; and not donate
text books, manuals, dictionaries, encyclopedias, VHS or
cassette tapes.

Story Time for toddlers and preschoolers: Tuesday mornings
at 11 am in the Children’s section. Drop-ins are always welcome.
All Ages Chessmeets Friday afternoons, 3 pm. All ages and skill
levels are welcomed.

Family Movie Night: Friday, April 12 and May 17, 7 pm. Call for
titles and rating.

Oscar Movie Night: Saturday, April 13, 7 pm. 2019 best picture
winner; Call for title.
Eldorado Genealogy Groupmeets last Wednesday of each
month, 6:30 to 8 pm.
May Book Sale: Save the date: May 9 to 11!

Located at 14 Avenida Torreon, between El Dorado Community
School and the Adams Senior Center.

Thanks to the work of Elizabeth Maclaren, ECIA Board
vice president, the Eldorado Community has been
awarded a mini grant of $500 by the National Fire

Protection Association and State Farm, acknowledging
volunteer work to lessen �ire danger.

This mini-grant will be used to rent a wood chipper for a
day. The chipper will be located at the ECIA Community
Center on Saturday May 4 (Fire Preparedness Day) from 8
AM to 4 PM. Residents of Eldorado may bring a maximum of
one pickup truck-load of small wood pieces no larger than
10 inches in diameter, and no weeds will be accepted. The
limitation is to allow as many residents as possible to
participate. To avoid traf�ic jams, the Eldorado community
will be divided into sections with a speci�ic time for each
section of the community. The schedule for each section will

be posted on the ECIA website, the Senior Center, the Agora and
the Community Center.

HOAMCO has generously agreed to pay for three
maintenance men for the day to operate the chipper and help
direct traf�ic.

An important part of this community day, as proposed in the
grant, will be the organization of volunteers to support residents
who cannot cut or haul downed wood from their homes.
I am putting out a call for volunteers with pick-up trucks,
appropriate tools, and community mindedness. Please call or
email Libby Maclaren 617 276 2184, libbymac@icloud.com if
you can volunteer to help out.

-Elizabeth Maclaren, ECIA Vice President

Chip It to Prevent Fires!



** Check the ECIA website for updated dates/times *** Abbreviations: CC = Community Center, CR = Classroom, CFR = Conference Room, F = Foyer, LR = Living Room, RB =
Railroad Building

VISIT OURWEBSITE: www.eldoradosf.org
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April 2019 Meetings
Committee Meetings

Monthly/Semi-Monthly

Weekly Meetings
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Upcoming ECIA Sponsored Events


