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Leadership & Lifeguard Opportunities
What if you had a pool party and no one came?

What? Who wouldn’t want to join all kinds of fun at the
Eldorado Community Pool this season with its new

deck, bathhouse, jump board, sport equipment, and more
organized activities for all ages and lifeguards to keep us safe!
With a shortage of lifeguards throughout Santa Fe County, our
community is feeling the pinch.
We are issuing an attractive invitation to potential Eldorado
pool staff; in addition to competitive wages, lifeguards will be
eligible for several attractive bonuses to be awarded at the end
of the season.
Positions Open: Pool Manager, Assistant Pool Manager, two or
more Head lifeguards, and at least 15 lifeguards.
Guard positions are open to applicants from age 15 to senior
citizens
Pool Manager requirements:
• Does not require lifeguard certi�ication

• Flexible hours; full time in the summer, part time in the
winter

• Certi�ied Pool Operator training provided
• Certi�ied Lifeguard training provided
• Adult (up to and including senior citizens)
Assistant Manager and Lifeguard requirements:
• 15-years-old or older (including senior citizens)
• Certi�ied Lifeguard (ECIA will provide training)
• Complete within 1-minute: swim 20 yards face down (no

goggles), retrieve a 10-pound brick from the pool bottom
and bring to the surface then swim on back holding the
brick with both hands, returning to starting point

• Tread for two minutes with hands under armpits

Come to our party; invite your friends! Call today to apply:
(505) 466-4248.

-Mary Ellen Donat, F&G Committee Member
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Pool Update
The February issue of the Vistas outlined all the problems

with the pool infrastructure, but gave us the happy news
that the pool did not need to be replaced. This is where we

are now.
Requirements- Because the “�ixes” needed to rehabilitate the
pool involve several different structural/technical genres and
there are no vendors that can effectively deal with all of them,
the project was broken into several logical components and
vendor bids solicited for each, consistent with the ECIA
Procurement Policies. All work to be performedmust be phased
in such a way so that the 2019 pool season schedule is not
compromised.
Water/Ef�luent Management- The requirements were to
design a system that would enable ef�icient �illing of the pools
from the pool well, provide potable water to �ixtures in and
around the bath house and move all used water (including
sewage) to a newly designed collection and distribution system
(behind the pool’s back wall). This water would be used for
irrigation. The well needs to be brought up to code and the
intake system designed to switch over to utility water if thewell-
related components might need to be taken “off-line” for
servicing.
A mapping of the completely new water management
infrastructure was prepared and approved. Bids were solicited
based on this document.
Bath House- The main requirement is to restore the unit to
meet user requirements for layout and accoutrements,
consistent with current code, while accommodating a new
family changing room, outdoor rinse shower and a few outdoor
lockers - - all without changing the footprint of the structure. An
architect was retained and plans were developed and approved,
and permits secured.

Besides the lack of a family changing room, ef�luents from the
pool are being wasted; i.e. not recycled. To support ef�icient
access and egress to the pool components inside the walls and
to ef�iciently manage the handling of pool accessories, adding a
gate to the back wall of the pool would be necessary.
Deck/Skimmers/Apron- Given the �indings regarding the
existing condition, it was decided to demolish all surfaces and
run key plumbing and electrical components under a new
replacement deck that would be graded and plumbed to direct
all surface and ef�luent liquids into the collection system behind
the pool’s back wall. Skimmers will need to be replaced.
Electrical Systems- based on the problems found with the
existing, antiquated system, it was decided to redesign the
electric circuitry. Three major sources have been identi�ied so
that additional power supply should not be required.
Evaluating Bids- Bids frommultiple vendors were solicited and
evaluated. A team of 3 people performed the initial review of
bids for completeness and adherence to de�ined
requirements. A meeting is to be scheduled of the chosen
vendors so that inter-relationships/dependencies between the
various components can be reviewed and coordinated. Time
lines will be �inalized and any non-essential work perceived as
being “at-risk” for completion before the scheduled May pool
opening will be deferred until after the 2019 pool season.
Contracts will be reviewed by the Finance Committee, before
going to the Board for signature. The ECIA Project Manager will
be the over-all coordinator of the project.

For a more complete report and to view the plans for the bath
house please go to the Eldorado website at www.eldoradosf.org

-Nolan Zisman, F&G Committee Chair
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Recent Board Actions

ECIA Records Release Policy
There have been some misunderstandings

about the policies and procedures for
requesting records pertaining to the

governance of the ECIA. The documents governing
the availability of such records are:
• The New Mexico HOA Act of 2012, Section 14,
which requires that:
• A. “All �inancial and other records of the
association shall be made available for examination
by a parcel owner” and
• B. “The association may charge a reasonable fee
for copies”
•The Fifth Amended and Restated Bylaws of the
Eldorado Community Improvement
Association Inc. dated May 7, 2018, which states
that:
• Article VI, Meeting of Directors Section 1 - Written
and Audio Records - “There shall be writtenminutes
of all duly called organizational, regular and special
meetings of The Board which shall be kept in a Book
of Minutes and shall be available for review by the
Membership,” and
• Article XIV, Books and Records - “The books,
records and papers of The Association (except for
minutes of Executive Sessions of The Board,
personnel records, contractual and real estate
negotiations and ongoing legal matters) shall at all
times, during reasonable business hours, be subject
to Inspection by any member for association or
noncommercial purposes.”
• The ECIA Release of Corporate Records Policy,
dated 2000, which in part states:
•“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED information will not
be released which is sought for an improper

purpose which is harmful to the Association or
the release of information which if released for
public distribution might infringe on the
employees' privacy right; and”
•“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board,
General Manager and Association's attorney, if
requested, shall review the request before
providing the information to the owner.”

To comply with these policies, the procedure
is to submit a written request to the ECIA of�ice
stating which records are being requested and
the reason for the request. The request is
reviewed by the General Manager and the Board
President and, if warranted, referred to the entire
Board or the ECIA Attorney for further review.

There have been several recent requests for
recordings of Board Meetings. The current
procedure is that members may review the
recording by listening to it in the ECIA of�ices. To
prevent the possibility of unauthorized editing
and placement of clips on social media or other
internet sites, copies of the recordings will not be
released.

However members are allowed to take notes
while they are reviewing the tapes and
written transcripts will be provided at a
reasonable fee if requested.

If you have any further questions about these
policies, please contact me or General Manager
Julie Navarro (jnavarro@hoamco.com)

-David McDonald, ECIA Board President
D.McDonald@eldoradosf.org



Editorial Policy
The Vistas newsletter will
Not publish material

Deemed in�lammatory,
opinionated, biased, or in-
appropriate. Factual and

objective submissions will be
selected and edited at the
discretion of the editor.

Community announcements
are welcome as well, along
with accompanying photos.

Deadline:
Newsletter deadline is the
2nd Tuesday of each month.
Submissions should be
emailed to the editor,

at
artic les@eldoradosf .org

Please include “Attn: Vistas”
In your message.
Publication dates and times
may change depending on
the ECIA Board meeting

times.

Mission
Statement

The mission of Vistas, the
monthly newsletter of the

ECIA, is to inform the Eldorado
community about is-

sues brought to the ECIA
Board and the membership
at large. By so doing, the
publication seeks to foster

increased neighborhood
pride and community

participation.

The Annual Report Packet for Members
will be mailed by the end of March,
2019. Enclosed in your packet is the

ECIA Annual Report booklet with the Agenda
for the Annual Meeting, message from the
ECIA Board, committee reports and budget
report. If your 2019 assessment was paid in
full and posted to the receiving bank by
March 1st you are a Member Eligible to Vote
and will also receive a Quorum Proxy
Statement with secure postage paid return
envelope. To ensure Bylaws quorum
requirements aremet for the Annual Meeting,
Members are asked to sign, date and return
the Quorum Proxy Statement. Members can
either mail (allow 14 days) or hand deliver
the provided return envelope to the ECIA
of�ice no later than 5:00 P.M. on May 2. If you
do not receive this packet by April 15th, notify
the of�ice immediately. If you have any
questions about the Quorum Proxy Statement
call General Manager Julie Navarro, 466-
4248.

-Election Commitee

ECIA Annual Packet
⊳⊳

Share your

comments

with us!

For policy and
deadline, see

below
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Board Appointment

Applications for the open Board position
which expires in 2020 are being accepted.
If you are interested in serving on the

Board, please contact David McDonald, ECIA
Board President at d.mcdonald@eldoradosf.org.

�

Open Discussion
The monthly Open discussion with the

Board was held on February 14. Due to
drizzle and Valentine’s Day, it was

attended by only 3 residents, Board member
Todd Handy, and Board Chair David McDonald.
McDonald promised that a written report of
questions from these monthly meetings would
be done to be posted on the web. He stated that
the concern over Board resignations and
reappointments would be addressed by a
separate Bylaws Committee as speci�ied in the
existing Bylaws. Any changes will be ready for
approval by the community next year, along
with voting for candidates in the May 2020
election.

-Pam Henline

Board & Committee
Chair Meeting

ABoard and Committee Chair meeting took place
on Tuesday, Jan 29, 2019, in the Community
Center Railroad building.

Attending were Board President David McDonald
and boardmembers Todd Handy, Elizabeth Maclaren,
Bernardo Monserrat, and Joseph Gutierrez.
Committee Chairs in attendance wereNolan Zisman-
Facilities and Grounds, Amelia Adair-Stables,
Katherine Mortimer- Architecture, Tom Bredenberg-
Conservation, Bette Knight- Election, Russell
Winslow- Roads, Sal Monaco- Finance, Karen Logan-
Information and Karen Murray- Enviromental Ad-
Hoc.
Primary discussion was about a proposed
Committee Roles and Responsibilities Policy that
would be put into effect for all committees. This
document was a revision of a policy last revised in
2009 that had been in process for several months.
The majority of the Committee Chairs felt that the
more extensive Committee Charters that were now
in effect had made many of the requirements in the
Policy redundant. The Board agreed to review the
Policy to see if any remaining requirements could be
included in a revised Charter Template to be utilized
by all committees. The Chairs agreed to adopt an
orientation checklist for new committee members to
ensure that they had read the charter and were
aware of their roles and responsibilities.

-Pam Henline
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The February 2019 Vistas article on “Getting
Information about ECIA Governance”
erroneously stated that “Board and Committee

meetings, with the exception of Executive Sessions of
the Board, are open to members in good standing.”
These meetings are open to all Association members.

Correction

Board Election
Members are hereby noti�ied that there were

no Nomination Petitions submitted for the
2019 Board of Directors election. The

current Bylaws address the issues of vacancis. The
Board of Directors will adhere to the document
requirements following the Annual Meeting onMay
6 at 7:00 PM in the Eldorado Community Church
space at La Tienda

-Election Committee



Recycling Plastic Film

What is "�ilm?" Film is thin plastic that you
can push your �inger through. This
includes the plastic bags some stores
package your items in, the plastic your

newspaper is wrapped in (ask the carrier to only do
so with inclement weather), and similar plastic.
Many food items are packaged in non-recyclable
plastic that can’t easily be deformed with a �inger
poke and makes a crinkle sound when handled. You
cannot place these types of �ilm in your Waste
Management recycle bin. Please don’t dispose of recyclables in
plastic bags, even the ones with the recycle symbol. Plastic
bags are considered tanglers and can jam the conveyor belts at
recycling facilities and halt the operation.

The plastic �ilm can be recycled, just not in the Waste
Management bins. Many supermarkets, including John Brooks
at the Agora (in the corner of the entryway beyond the ice
case), have bins where you can place such �ilm for
recycling.Some materials that appear to be �ilm may be

compostable. Many of the green vegetable bags at
Trader Joe's are compostable, but not in your home
composter or vermicomposter units. Compostable
bags, like cups, plates, and utensils are best sent to
commercial composters like Reunity Resources
(http://www.reunityresources.com). Unless you
save these compostable items for a commercial
operation like Reunity, it's simply better to throw
them in your regular trash since they are not
recyclable, they will decompose in our land�ills. By

the way, if you're interested in buying compostable bags for your
trash or other needs, a great resource can be found
here:http://www.worldcentric.org/biocompostables/bags
These bags are BPI Certi�ied and conform to ASTM D6400
standards. This site has many other excellent compostable
products.

-Eldorado 285 Recyclables
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Efflorescence on Stucco Walls

Over the past year, the ECIA has noted that more and
more residents are experiencing a white substance
bleeding out through stucco walls and on stucco
structures. This white substance is known as

Ef�lorescence and is a crystalline deposit of salts that can form
when water is present in or on brick, concrete, stone, stucco
or other building surfaces. It has a white or grayish tint and
consists of salt deposits left behind when water evaporates.
This white staining can be very unsightly, and since Section 14
of the Eldorado Covenants does require that No unsightly or
offensive objects shall be permitted to remain on any lot, we
do ask that residents work to mitigate this staining. Once
ef�lorescence appears on the surface, a variety of methods
have been suggested for effective removal. The �inal method
used to eliminate the ef�lorescence will depend on the type
and severity of the stains. The simplest method is to try
cleaning the stains off the wall by dry brushing followed by
�lushing with clean water. If brushing is not successful, then
the stain is probably calcium carbonate ef�lorescence, which
is more dif�icult to remove. It usually appears as a white
“bloom” and in worst cases forms a hard white crust. Should
you have this white bloom, youmaywant to contact a licensed

professional to assist youwith the removal of this white bloom and
work to re-stucco or repaint the wall so that it once again matches
the color of the rest of the wall. Should you desire to re-stucco your
entire wall we ask that contact the ECIA to verify that the color you
will be using is a complaint Eldorado Stucco Color. For an example
of some of what these walls look like here are some photos were
taken of walls exhibiting this white staring problem:

Thanks for your cooperation in working to repair any walls
with these ef�lorescence problems that you may have at your
home. If you have any questions, please call Mark at the ECIA at
469-1302 or e-mail him at myoung@hoamco.com

-Mark Young

Fire Preparedness

AFire Preparedness Talk was presented at the ECIA
Community Center on January 17 by Martin Vigil,
Santa Fe County Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator. Also attending were Anne Hamilton,

District 4 Commissioner, two El Dorado �ire�ighters, and
approximately 35 residents. The message was to plan ahead
and to be prepared before there is a problem. Establish a safe
distant meeting place, have documents stored safely and ready
to go along with a “GO” bag. Be ready to take your pets’

medication and your own. Prepare your house defensively. Alert
Santa Fe is the of�icial emergency noti�ication system used by the
City of Santa Fe to communicate with city residents during
emergencies. Various alerts are available and are chosen at
www.santafenm.gov/alertsantafe. Additional events are planned
for March and May. Ideas for use of safety-related grant money of
$500 should be communicated to E.Maclaren@eldoradosf.org

-Pam Henline and Elizabeth Maclaren
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Open Discussion Group:
Thursday, March 14, at 6 PM in

the ECIA Classroom
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Los Voluntarios- Chantel Campos

In this column, we will spotlight volunteers who have
contributed to “Eldorado,”. We invite you to nominate
individuals, especially those who have
given long service so that their stories can

be told to newer residents. Please submit your
suggestions to the Information Committee at
articles@eldoradosf.org.

At a diminutive �ive feet tall, Chantel
Campos, VP of Pathways of Healing Animal
Rescue, proves compassion, kindness, and
determination have nothing to do with size.
Chantel is a powerhouse when it comes to the
welfare of animals.

A native of Las Vegas, NM she and her
partner Carmella Montoya have lived in
Eldorado thirteen years. Besides having busy
day jobs in nursing and advertising, these women spend
their spare time rescuing dogs and cats from shelters,
transporting them to vets, coordinating foster homes, and at
the same time caring for their own eight Chihuahuas.
Yet no woman is an island. According to Chantel, “The
Eldorado Community helps us through donations, as foster
parents, and transporters driving dogs to their new homes.We
often rescue dogs in their 11th hour from high kill shelters and
during these times Eldorado rallies by offering temporary
homes, dog beds, and food donations.”

Colbywas a rescue dog, who tested Chantel and Carmella’s
resolve, but in the end, taught them to never to give
up. Carmella shared, “Colby was a big, muscular pit bull in and
out of many foster homes. Since he had not been taught

boundaries he was reactive with other dogs. With every return
from a foster home, people would tell us to put Colby down. He

would never �ind a home they said. I remember
Carmella telling me how she sat outside a
Wendy’s sharing a meal with Colby and she
broke down crying knowing no one would take
him. Where others would look at him and only
see teeth, we would look into Colby’s eyes and
see love. One day a woman called us from Idaho.
Her own dog had just passed away and Colby
reminded her of him. She was willing to give him
the love and training he needed to succeed. With
her, Colby not only found his forever home but
his new guardian suffered from depression and
his love has made her life so much better.”

Could Pathways of Healing use more
volunteers? Yes! Volunteers give dogs a second chance. In a
shelter, dogs feel abandoned. If they are senior dogs whose
guardian has died, they can feel broken-hearted and will grieve
just like humans. Fosters offer love and hope. “Sure it’s
challenging to take in a dog, love them, and then let them go but
giving them a second chance at life with a new person who loves
them, and seeing their happiness makes it worthwhile. It is a
powerful way to make a difference.”

What do Chantel and Carmella want Eldorado to know?
“Thank you for opening your hearts, your homes, and your
wallets. We could not do it without you.”
For more information visit: www.pathwayso�healingnm.org

-Carlyn Montes De Oca

May Book Sale:

Save the date: May 9 to 11!

Events for Vista Grande Public Library:Most events take
place in theMeeting Roomand have free admission unless
noted otherwise. Call 505-466-7323 or check the website

for more information: www.vglibrary.org, particularly in
regards to possible cancellations owing to weather and road
conditions.
March 2/D Exhibition:March 2 to 30, in the Exhibition Space.
Roberta Parry: Of Rocks and Trees - Watercolor. Meet the Artist
Reception: March 8, 4 to 6 pm.
March 3/D Exhibition: March 1 to 30, in Exhibition Case. Donna
Sherry Boggins: Inspired by the Ancients- Gourd Art. Meet the
Artist Reception, March 1 from 4 to 6 pm, Main library space.
Book Donation Day: Saturday, March 2 and April 6, from 9 to
11:30 am only. Donors are kindly asked to: bring only items in
good condition; use boxes or bags you don’t need to keep; bring
large donations earlier in the morning; and not donate
textbooks, manuals, and dictionaries, encyclopedias, or VHS
tapes.
Story Time for Toddlers and Preschoolers: Tuesday
mornings at 11 am in the Children’s section. Drop-ins are
always welcome.
All Ages Chess meets Friday afternoons, 3 pm. All skill levels
are welcomed.

FamilyMovie Night: Friday, Friday, March 8 and April 12, 7 pm.
Call for titles and rating.
Artist Presentation: Saturday, March 9, 1 pm. Donna Boggins
on Gourds: Tradition and Art.
Medicare Information Meeting: Wednesday, March 13, 10 to
11:30 am. Meet with a certi�ied Medicare Bene�its Counselor
from the NewMexico Dept. of Aging. Themain discussion topic:
“How to spot errors in your Medicare charges and how to get
them corrected before you are charged.”
Cactus Rescue Project Presentation: Saturday, March 16, 1
pm. Why A Cactus Garden?
Lynne Cline presents Maverick Cooking: Saturday, March 30,
1 pm.
Eldorado Genealogy Group meets last Wednesday of each
month, 6:30 to 8 pm.
April 2/D Exhibition: April 2-27. Martin Desht: Voices of
Conscience: Portraits of Poets - Silver-gelatin black-and-white
photography.
Grownup Movie Night: Saturday, April 13, 7 pm. 2019 - Oscar-
nominated �ilm
Located at 14 Avenida Torreon, between El Dorado Community
School and the Adams Senior Center.
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Wildlife and Drones

Several years ago we had a nest of owls near our property. It
was a source of delight to the neighborhood.
Owls are amazing. They have large forward-facing ears and

eyes, and a facial disk – a prominent circle of feathers around
each eye, which helps to funnel the sound of prey to their ears.

Owls turn their heads to change views, and wow, can
they turn their heads – between 180 and 270 degrees! Their
wings and feathers are designed to enable �light that is nearly
silent.

Eldorado is home to a wide variety of owls, including Great
Horned Owls, Barn Owls, Spotted Owls, and Western Screech-
Owls. Primarily nocturnal, owls prey on insects, smaller birds,
and especially rodents – providing an important rodent control
service to our community. In fact, during its 10-year lifespan,
one barn owl will eat approximately 12,775 mice!
Owls are federally protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act which strictly prohibits capture, killing, or possession
without a special permit. (A “Good Samaritan” provision allows
transporting an injured owl immediately to a licensed rehab
facility.)

When the owls were nesting, a new neighbor moved in and
loved to �ly a recreational drone. Whether the drone disturbed
the owls or not is open to guessing, but the owls left and we
haven’t seen them since. The neighbor eventually left too, and in
the meantime, the ECIA created the community’s Drone Policy.
We won’t address that policy in this article, but let’s think for a
minute about drones and wildlife.

Scientists are discovering that drones have negative effects
on wildlife, ranging from temporary disturbances to fatal

collisions. A study of drone effect on black bears showed the
bears’ heart rates increased signi�icantly, even during winter
hibernation. Although the bears did not display unusual
behavior in response to the drones, the increased heart rate
indicates they were stressed by the encounter. Similarly, birds
have been known to abandon nestswhen exposed to drones, and
in some cases to attack drones as if protecting themselves from
an enemy.

So far, drone regulation has focused solely on risks to human
health, safety, and privacy, with little or no regard to wildlife
impact. Toward that end, we encourage recreational drone
owners to follow the guidelines established by the Partnership
for Action Against Wildlife Crime (Scotland): Maintain a safe
distance around any wildlife. Retreat to a safe distance if an
animal is disturbed; abort a �light immediately if the drone is
attacked by a bird or animal. Avoid wildlife breeding sites,
including dens and nests. Don’t use drones near livestock, Don’t
�ly a drone near dogs or a dog park; it can lead to misdirected
aggression by the dogs. Abusive use of drones will result in
extensive regulations, �ines, and penalties—perhaps banning.

Drones, when �lown responsibly, can bewonderful tools, but
theymust be used in ways that are not detrimental to the lives of
our fellow creatures who are already seriously impacted by the
loss of habitat and the all-too-common use of environmental
toxins.

-Julia Kinney, Bonnie Mahlum, Joseph Newman,
Ann Wood, Cliff Wood

Terry and Janet Chandler, owners of Rugerheim Kennels,
Las Cruces, will be again conducting Rattlesnake
Avoidance Clinics for Dogs at the Community Center

grounds. The clinic will be held on Saturday, March 9 beginning
in groups of about 25 handlers and dogs at 8:00 am, running on
the hour until noon or 1:00 pm depending on the number of
registrations.

This marks the sixth consecutive year the Central New
Mexico Brittany Club has hosted this clinic. It will also be held on
Sunday, the 10 on the West Mesa in Rio Rancho, NM.
The clinics held in Eldorado have attracted more than 100 dogs
annually. The effectiveness of this training is in the dozens and
dozens of �irst-hand testimonies from our residences and their
dogs avoiding rattlers on hikes in the preserve walks on the
greenbelt, or just hanging out on their property.

The goal is to keep your dog from wanting anything to do with a
rattler. Avoidance behaviors are individual to the dog. Some veer
away while others do a hard about-face. The latter was the case
for my two new rescues Brittanys participating in this training
last year.

With your $65 registration fee per dog, you are entitled to a
one-time free follow-up in a clinic conducted by Terry a year or
later, your choice of time. I have witnessed dogs returning from
one to seven years post-training and none wanted anything to do
with the rattlesnake.

This training works!
For information, including registration, contact Tom Mauter –
tjmauter@comcast.net / 466-6511

-Tom Mauter

Rattlesnake Avoidance Clinic for Dogs



** Check the ECIA website for updated dates/times *** Abbreviations: CC = Community Center, CR = Classroom, CFR = Conference Room, F = Foyer, LR = Living Room, RB =
Railroad Building

VISIT OURWEBSITE: www.eldoradosf.org
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March 2019 Meetings
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Architecture Committee Tuesday Mar. 12, 26 7-9 pm Katherine Mortimer F
Board Meeting Thursday Mar. 21 7-9 pm ECIA Board RB
Board Working Session Monday Mar. 18 6-8 pm ECIA Board RB
Community Open Disc. Thursday Mar. 12 6-7:30 pm ECIA Board CR
Conservation Committee Tuesday Mar. 5 7-9 pm Tom Bredenberg F
Election Committee Wednesday Mar. 13 2-4 pm Bette Knight CFR
Environ. Ad Hoc Tuesday Mar. 19 3-5 pm Karen Murry CFR
Facilities & Grounds Wednesday Mar. 13 10 am-12:30 pm Nolan Zisman pnzisman@aol.com CR
Finance Committee Tuesday Mar. 12 9:30 am-noon Sal Monaco 690-5125 CFR
Information Committee Tuesday Mar. 19 7-9 pm Karen Logan RB
Road Committee No Meeting this Month Russell Winslow RB
Stable Committee Tuesday Mar. 19 7-9 pm Amelia Adair 720-563-1018 CR
MONTHlY / SEMI-MONTHLY MEETINGS
Eldorado Arts & Crafts Mar. 28 7-9 pm Kim Crikkard CFR

Eldorado Book Club 3rd Wednesday Mar. 20 3-5 pm Pam Henline phenline@comcast.net LR
Eldorado/285 Recycles 2nd Tuesday Mar. 12 4-6 pm Sue Daniel (856) 220-7087 CFR
Neighbors Helping Neighbors 1st Tuesday Mar. 5 6-7 pm Michael Landen 466-8896 CFR
WEEKlY MEETINGS
Al Anonymous Saturday 11 am-noon CFR
Boy Scout Troop 414 Wednesday 7-9 pm Karl Cordova karl_cordova747@msn.com CR,LR,RB
Bridge 1st & 3rd Fridays Mar. 1, 15 1-4:30 pm Shirley Davis 982-6179 LR
Eldorado Hikers Tuesday 8:30 am-noon Terry Gibbs 466-6914 CC
Knitting Club Tuesday 10 am-noon Joyce Hanmer 466-3018 LR
Life Drawing Alt. Mondays Mar. 11, 25 10 am-noon Mavis Murphy 466-8189 RB
Overeaters Anonymous Monday 7-8 pm Barb 954-1533 LR
Spinning Group (Fiber) 1st & 3rd Thursday- Mar. 7, 21 9:30-11:30 am LR
Yin Yoga Monday 5:30-6:45 pm Julia Cairns 466-1935 CR
Yoga/Vinyasa Flow Tue., & Fri., 9-10:15 am Julia Cairns 466-1935 CR
Yoga/Gentle Stretch Wed., & Thursdays 9-10:15 am Mary Horst 490-2790 CR
AA Tues., 5:45-6:45 LR
AA Thurs., 6:00-7:00 pm (Women Only) CFR
AA Friday 6:00-7:00 pm CR

Santa Fe Model Train Club Tuesday Mar. 12

Upcoming ECIA and EC&L Sponsored Events
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VISTAS
ELDORADO AT SANTA FE

NEWSBRIEFS: FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION FROM ECIA, PLEASE SIGN UP FOR NEWSBRIEFS, (ECIA’S ELECTRONIC MAILING SYSTEM) BY CONTACTING

CHANDY@HOAMCO.COM.

RECYCLE: HELP ECIA GOGREEN! SAVE ONPAPER ANDMAILINGCOSTS BY OPTINGOUT OF RECEIVINGA MAILED COPYOF VISTAS. TOSIGN UP, EMAIL CHANDY@HOAMCO.COM. YOU

WILL BE SENT ANEMAIL ONCE A MONTHWITH A LINK TOTHE NEXT ISSUE OFVISTAS ON THE ECIAWEBSITE, IN PDF FORMAT,READY TO VIEW ANDPRINT AT HOME. PAST ISSUES ARE

ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE.THIS PAPER IS RECYCLABLE. PLEASE RECYCLE AFTER USE.

The CactusWren (CW) is one ofmy favorite birds. This small
creature is bold, loud and boastful. The CW is about the
size of a Spotted Towhee, about 7.5 inches long,

wingspan 10.75 inches and chunky for awren. Easy to
spot white eyebrows extend from bill to back of the
neck, �lanked by darker stripes. The body is very
speckled, mostly gray and brown with some light
brown-chestnut on belly near legs. Males and females
are similar. CWs live is desert scrub areas of the
Southwest and are likely found among Cholla or
prickly pear cactus where they loudly sing their song
and fan their tail feathers (unlike other wrens which
cock their tails). The female selects a nesting spot and
is helped by the mate to build the nest 3 to 10 feet
above the ground in mesquite, Cholla or other desert
vegetation with thorns. The large, football-shaped
nests are about 7 inches in diameter and 12 inches
long. Two to 7 eggsmay be laid and hatch in 16-17 days. Young
is mostly naked with eyes closed at hatching. Young Fledge the
nest in 17-23 days. Food is mostly spiders and insects (ants,

grasshoppers, etc.) and can include cactus fruits. An additional
nest may be built for a latter brood. CWs hop on ground or search

trees and bark to �ind food. Most of their water is
obtained from their prey. Pairs are formed when
they produce growling sounds with their wings and
spread their tails. Pairs are monogamous and stay
together all year, even using the nest during the non-
breeding season. FACTS: The CW is the state bird
of Arizona. A banded CW was found to be over 8
years old. Grasshopperwings are carefully removed
before the body is fed to young. CWs return to their
nest at night, often taking a dust bath before
entering the nest. Thanks mostly to Cornell Lab of
Ornithology for CW information

-Pam Henline

Photo Credit: Rene Laubach

Cactus Wren

Birds Seen in Eldorado

Gray Flycatcher, Cassin’s Sparrow, Bank Swallow, Brewer’s Sparrow, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Savannah Sparrow, Long-Eared Owl, Rock Wren, Grasshopper Sparrow, and
American Tree Sparrow. A list can be found on eldoradosf.org under New & Events > Birds of Eldorado, 2nd entry or use:

http://eldoradosf.org/images/birds/Birds%20of%20EldoradoPrintPortraitV6.pdf

A Message From PNM
PNM received many calls and emails from the El Dorado

community regarding PNM bills from this past December.
The December billing charges caused concern among our

customers and we would like to not only address what
happened but also provide options to help customers who need
extra support in the coming months.

In severe weather, PNM puts safety �irst and keeps our
meter readers off the streets in unsafe driving conditions.
Rather than physically reading meters, we instead estimate
monthly bills based on the prior year’s electricity usage. For this
billing cycle, we have found that November 2017 was much
warmer than November 2018, resulting in increased electricity
usage. As a result, the estimates for the November 2018 bills

were underestimated with the difference charged on the
December bills.

We acknowledge the worry this has caused for many in the
community. In response, PNM has set up a special phone
number, 1-833-875-3820, to address any questions or concerns
you may have regarding November and December bills. We are
on standby to discuss potential payment arrangements and
monthly deferment options to help with any budgetary
concerns.

Thank you,

-Mario Cervantes, Director, PNM Customer Experience
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