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The Andromeda Galaxy, 2.5 million light-years away,  
sat for this portrait by Eldorado photographer  
Tony Bonanno Sept. 2, on a clear night with no 

distraction from streetlights or other visual pollution. Tony 
chose to reside in Eldorado 28 years ago, where he could take 
advantage of our dark night skies. Although inevitable, light 
pollution from Santa Fe and the Hwy 14 prison area has 
increased and lessens the beauty of Eldorado sky-views. All of 
us should advocate for lighting which preserves our dark 
skies, around our cities and around our homes. 

Tony made the 50-minute exposure from his driveway 
with an ASI2600 camera, GEM45 mount and 115 mm 

refractor lens. The telescope was on a mount that electronically 
tracks the sky. This photo was made by stacking 100 photos. 
Each photo was a 30-second exposure for a total exposure 
time of 50 minutes. He notes that the absence of stray light 
after dark not only makes science and astronomy possible, 
but is healthier as well as more pleasant for everyone’s 
nocturnal enjoyment of the universe. More of Tony’s  
photographs can be seen at the Ernesto Mayans Gallery  
in Santa Fe.

—Pam Henline and Bill Dunning 
Photo by Tony Bonanno

Andromeda and Night skies

Tony Bonanno combined 100 photos taken from his driveway to capture this image of the Andromeda Galaxy. 



The ECIA Board of Directors meeting was called to order at 
5:30 PM, held via Zoom and recorded. President Sal Monaco,  
Vice President David Sorkin, Secretary Carol Sanguinetti, Treasurer 
Joseph Gutierrez, and Directors Erika Penczer, James Caruso, and 
Jonathan Turkle were present, and quorum was met. HOAMCO staff 
included Executive Vice President Nigel Burgess, General Manager 
Julie Navarro, Assistant General Manager Jessica Collins, Operations 
Manager Mike Rogers, Compliance Coordinator Mark Young, and 
Operations and Compliance Assistant Jocelyn Rizo.

There was no August Board meeting. The July Board of 
Directors Meeting Minutes and Consent Agenda items were 
approved, motioned by Board Director Caruso, seconded by Board 
Vice President Sorkin, and all were in favor. Discussion took place 
regarding the need for the update to the Guidelines for Use of CC 
Facilities and Amenities. The Board and Committees have priority of 
CC space, followed by non-profit groups, and then for-profit groups; 
requests by for-profit groups will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis 
by the Board. The General Manager’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, 
County Report and Committee and Task Group Reports can be found 
under “ECIA Governing Board” on the ECIA website. 

Treasurer Gutierrez reported as of August 2021, our expenses 
are under budget by $151K, cash is about $200K higher than the same 
time last year and Accounts Receivable remain in excellent shape. 
He projected a sizeable surplus for the year. He reported as County 
Liaison that the SFPWC is moving ahead with planning for Hike/
Bike trails on Azul and Ave Eldorado. He also gave a summary of 
the meeting he and President Monaco had with Sheriff Mendoza and 
Undersheriff Johnson.

The GM reported staff has been working on collections by 
seeking updated deeds for current owner account information; the 
current Accounts Receivables is in the amount of approximately 
$36K. GM reported the added Zoom security allows staff to verify 
participant’s name and address prior to approval of meeting 
attendance, adding to meeting security. GM reported the padlock 
system at the Dog Park will begin September 27th. Once a resident 
has registered their canine(s) for the Dog Park with appropriate 
documentation, they may obtain their unique padlock code by 
contacting the ECIA office. 

The OM reported maintenance staff has begun the 5th Hike/Bike 
mowing of the year; they will also begin the 3rd mowing of approved 
greenbelt trails. Per the MOU with Santa Fe County, the maintenance 
team has repaired cracks and holes on some of the Hike/Bike paths. A 
new bench has been installed in the kiddie area of Compadres Park.

The AGM reported the pool will close for the season October 
3rd; Doggy Splash day will be on October 9th from 12–2PM. Swim 
lessons continue to occur on a daily basis; approximately 60 students 
signed up with ages ranging from 2–75 years old. Feedback from swim 
lessons was positive; many residents would like more frequent and 
group lessons in the future. 
The Board of Directors Approved the Following Motions:
 • Vice President Sorkin moved to vacate all policies not posted  
  on the current ECIA website. There was discussion regarding   
  evaluation of policies for future for revisions. This was 
   confirmed as an ongoing process of review and recommendation 
  to the Board to adopt a new policy. The motion was seconded  
  by Secretary Sanguinetti and all were in favor. 
 • Treasurer Gutierrez moved to approve the following capital  
  items. The motion was seconded by Director Penczer and all  
  were in favor:

 o Upstairs Mini-Split—$5,200
 o Two Mechanical Room Heaters—$5,600
 o Three Additional CC Cameras—$3,531

 • Vice President Sorkin moved to accept resignation of Guy   
  Monroe and Bob Christie from the Facilities and Grounds   
  Committee. The motion was seconded and all were in favor. 

The Board of Directors Approved the Following Motions on 
Variances Presented to the Board by Director Caruso:
 1. A variance for 2 Tetilla Road to allow a section of coyote   
  fence to remain at a length of 100 feet overall. The motion  
  was seconded by Treasurer Gutierrez and all were in favor.
 2. A recommendation by the Architecture Committee to deny a  
  variance for 3 Antigua Place allowing for a new glass garage door  
  to remain on the garage. The Board discussed the circumstances 
  and moved to approve the recommendation of the Architecture  
  Committee to deny the variance with a recommendation to the  
  homeowner to present a plan to bring the door into compliance.  
  Board Vice President Sorkin seconded the motion and all were  
  in favor to deny this variance. 
 3. A variance for 3 Azul Loop to allow for modification to  
  a fence which, for a short distance, encroaches 4 feet into  
  the 50 foot roadside setback. The motion was seconded by  
  Board Director Penczer and all were in favor. 
 4. A variance for 14 Avenida Del Monte Alto to allow a fence to  
  encroach 5 feet into the 50 foot roadside setback. The motion  
  was seconded by Treasurer Gutierrez and all were in favor.
 5. A variance for 49 Herrada Road to allow for a new detached  
  garage addition to exceed the height of the primary dwelling  
  by 14 inches. The motion was seconded by Secretary  
  Sanguinetti and all were in favor. 
 6. A variance for 24 Descanso Road to allow for a non-compliant 
  wire in a new fence to remain on the lot with stipulations. The  
  Board heard from a concerned neighbor and discussed the  
  circumstances. The vote was 6–1 in favor of denying this variance. 
 7. A variance for 5 Balsa Road to allow for a small accessory  
  structure to be located more than 15 feet from the home  
  and within the 20 foot side setback. The motion was  
  seconded by Director Penczer and all were in favor. 
Old Business:

The Board passed a new Rock Climbing in the Preserve Policy 
at the July meeting. The policy is complete and is posted on the 
ECIA website for review.
Open Forum:

A resident from 1 Isidro Road expressed concern regarding 
amenity approvals without a survey of residents. The resident 
suggested the Board survey the current ECIA population by various 
methods to ensure community needs and wants are considered. 
The Board explained that F&G has held Town Hall meetings and 
conducts specific surveys for those purposes but agreed that a more 
comprehensive survey should be considered going forward.

A resident from 33 Caliente Road expressed concern regarding 
safety in the community. The resident reminded the Board that 
ECIA had a security guard in the past and asked if this could again 
be an option. President Monaco explained the Sheriff stated it would 
not be effective to have a security guard for such a large community 
and that the security guard in the past was there to protect the 
amenities, not resident properties. There has been an increase in 
law enforcement presence as well as better communication with the 
Sheriff’s Office. The Board recommended maintaining awareness 
of self and neighbors, installing front door cameras, engaging with 
Neighborhood Watch, and contacting the Sheriff. Homeowners 
concerned about public safety were urged to contact our County 
Commissioner, Hank Hughes. Please refer to the County Report  
for further information regarding the Board’s conversation with  
the Sheriff.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM and moved to  
Executive Session.

The next Board Meeting will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, 
October 19th at 5:30 PM.

—Sal Monaco,  
ECIA Board President
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ECIA BOARD & MANAGEMENT
Board: President Sal Monaco, Vice President David Sorkin, Treasurer Joseph Gutierrez,  

Secretary Carol Sanguinetti, Director James Caruso, Director Erika Penczer, Director Johnathan Turkle. 

Management: The ECIA is managed by HOAMCO. General Manager Julie Navarro, jnavarro@hoamco.com 
Monthly report available at www.eldoradosf.org under Resident Resources.

ECIA office open for business. Community Center closed for activities. For info call 505 466-4248.

IN THE COMMUNITY
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2022 Budget and Assessment Discussion Dates

The year 2022 is a year in which ECIA Covenants permit 
an Assessment increase. The Finance Committee and 
Board will be wrapping up discussions in October and 

November on the 2022 Association Budget, including a 
decision for assessment amount in 2022–23. All Association 
members have an opportunity to participate—and Zoom 
makes it particularly convenient:

 • Wednesday, Oct. 13, 9:30 AM: Regular Finance Committee  
  meeting to recommend 2022 Budget Draft to Board.
 • Tuesday, Oct. 19, 5 PM: Board discussion with Finance  
  Committee regarding 2022 Budget prior to Regular  
  Board Meeting.
 • Monday, Nov. 1, 7 PM: Special Finance Committee meeting  
  to incorporate Board guidance into Final 2022 Budget  
  Draft and Budget Letter.

 • Saturday, Nov. 6, 10 AM: Budget Town Hall for all  
  Association members.

 • Wednesday, Nov. 10, 9:30 AM: Regular Finance Committee  
  meeting to incorporate any changes from Town Hall.
 • Tuesday, Nov. 16, 5:30 PM: Regular Board meeting to   
  approve Final 2022 Budget, 2022–23 Assessment, and Letter.
 • Wednesday, Nov. 17: Approved Budget posted to website and  
  2022 Association Member invoices released for mailing.

An address will be posted so that everyone can receive 
the Zoom link for each of these meetings via registration 
(due to security). This preliminary address will be available 
through ECIA e-blasts. Sign up for e-blasts by calling  
505 466-4248.

Association members may request Documents for review 
prior to meetings from FinanceChair1@gmail.com.

Here’s How to Dispose of Electronic Waste

Electronics are not accepted at the Eldorado Convenience 
Center. This naturally leads to the questions of which 
items are considered to be electronics and what options 

do residents have for 
recycling them?

The best place 
to find answers 
is SFSWMA.org, 
the website for 
the Santa Fe Solid 
Waste Management 
Agency. They define 
electronics, also 
called e-waste, 
as any discarded 
devices that plug 
in, charge up, or 
take batteries. Since 

the first step in Waste Management Hierarchy is reduce and 
reuse, SFSWMA recommends trying to repair non-functional 
items instead of buying new ones. They provide a list of local 
businesses that can repair various devices and appliances. As 
an alternative, contact information is provided for the Santa Fe 

Office of Sustainability which holds quarterly Fixit Clinics 
where you can work with other local residents to learn how to 
repair items yourself and keep them out of the landfill. If your 
electronic item is still working and in good shape, you can 
consider donating it to one of the charities on the list provided 
on the website.

If none of these reuse solutions seem right for you, 
devices can be recycled at the Buckman Road Recycling & 
Transfer Station (BuRRT) for a fee. Fortunately, however, 
on Oct. 2 there is a free Electronics Waste Day at BuRRT. 
Computers, monitors, printers, televisions, household 
electronics, and small appliances will be accepted. BuRRT is 
open Monday–Sunday: 8 AM–4:45 PM and can be contacted 
via SFWMA.org or called at 505 820-0208 if you have  
any questions.

One final option for disposal of e-waste is Best Buy. They 
have a commitment to sustainability and their website 
bestbuy.com has extensive lists of items that are accepted 
for free recycling. They do, however, charge a $30 fee for 
televisions to cover the increasing costs of disposal of  
these items.

—Gary Stoller, 
Eldorado/285 Recycles
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Celebrate Halloween with the Horses

On Saturday, Oct. 30, at 10:30 AM, the Eldorado 
Community Stables’ equestrian Halloween costume 
parade will wend its way through the stable roads. 

The event begins at the upper arena. Eldorado neighbors 
are encouraged to watch the spooky fun. After the parade, 
trick-or-treats will be handed out at selected barns. 
Individuals, families and kids can come and enjoy a safe 
celebration of Halloween. For the safety of riders and horses, 
we kindly request that you leave dogs or other pets at home. 
COVID-safe practices will be followed, so please watch for 
more details posted on the ECIA website and sent out  
via e-blast.

—Amelia Adair, 
Chair, Eldorado Stable Committee

A Visitor from the Sagebrush Plains

Some thrashers can be vociferous and pugnacious 
members of the avian community. But their cheerful, 
bubbly songs are a much appreciated late spring and 

early summer accompaniment to life in Eldorado’s juniper 
savannah. At 11 inches long, with a scimitar-like bill, the 
fairly well-known Curve-billed Thrasher is common in cholla 
cactus-filled landscapes. New Mexico is home to four 
breeding species of thrashers, so named because of their 
scratching and probing foraging habits. A fifth thrasher from 
the Eastern and Central US, Brown Thrasher, is a rare winter 
visitor to our part of the state.

One member of the family, the Sage Thrasher, is often shy 
and retiring. It breeds in northwestern New Mexico. For up  

to eight months 
of the year 
however, this, 
our smallest 
thrasher, spends 
its non-breeding 
months in our 
neck of the 
woods. The 
Sage Thrasher 
(Oreoscoptes 
montanus) is 
mousy gray 
above and 

heavily streaked with brown below. The slightly less than 8.5-
inch long Sage Thrasher’s bill is short (for a thrasher) and only 
slightly down-curved, unlike those of its relatives. Back in 
the 19th century it was known by another name—Mountain 
Mockingbird. Surprisingly, not all that much is known about 
the life history of the Sage Thrasher, first brought to the 
attention of scientists in the 1830s. 

 While many birds seem to be named after their least 
conspicuous feature, “Sage Thrasher” tells all you need to 

know about its haunts—at least during the breeding season. 
The iconic and aromatic Big (aka Basin) Sagebrush dominates 
its turf and is also home to Sage Grouse and Sagebrush 
Sparrow. You won’t find them breeding in any other habitat. 
Sage Thrashers arrive in our area beginning in late July. My 
earliest Eldorado sighting is July 27, and I’ve seen them here 
as late as March 26. While Big Sage doesn’t grow in Eldorado, 
Sand Sagebrush does, and these thrashers seem to prefer 
locales with Sand Sage, as well as junipers.

Predominantly insect eaters during the warm months, 
they consume large quantities of berries during winter. 
That’s when our abundant One-seed Junipers are essential to 
their survival. They provide nourishment for many species, 
including robins, bluebirds, and Townsend’s Solitaire. My 
highest count for the thrasher in Eldorado’s Gallina Park 
Greenbelt on a single outing is seven. But in early March 
of last year, my wife and I were treated to the sight of 21 
individuals at nearby Galisteo Basin Preserve. One clump 
of shrubs held nine birds; no doubt a blend of wintering and 
migrant birds.

To enjoy their melodic songs during the breeding season, 
travel to the Four Corners region where they are common. 
Closer to home, The Rio Grande Gorge Bridge and Rest Stop 
is a reliable spot. That’s where I saw my very first one ever—
on vacation in the Land of Enchantment. Like many other 
species of birds, Sage Thrashers occasionally find their way  
to far-flung places. I recall seeing one in January 2010 eating  
Red Cedar (actually a juniper) berries on the North Shore  
of Massachusetts!

Although its population is generally holding steady, 
conversion of sagebrush plains for residential development 
and farming/ranching have had a negative effect on the 
thrasher as it has for other species so dependent upon Big 
Sagebrush. And invasive exotic plants like Cheatgrass are also 
responsible for degradation of their habitat. 

—Article and photo by René Laubach

Sage Thrasher
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October Weed (er...Tree) Russian Olive

How is it that something so familiar and prolific in the 
landscape around Eldorado does not belong here? Our 
community is peppered with Russian Olive, which 

stands out against the native vegetation with its pale green 
leaves. But it, and another familiar tree here, the Siberian Elm 
(Ulmus pumila), are Class C species on the New Mexico 
Noxious and Troublesome Weeds of New Mexico List. Class C 
means they are widespread, so management decisions are to 
be determined at the local level.

Introduced as an ornamental, Russian Olive was planted 
for shade, erosion control and as a windbreak. Now widespread 
across the U.S., its escape from cultivation has become the bane 

of land managers, 
especially 
along riparian 
areas where it 
outcompetes 
the native 
cottonwoods  
and willows. 
Common name: 
Russian Olive  
Scientific Name: 
Elaeagnus 
angustifolia
Region of 
Origin:  
Native to Eurasia

CHARACTERISTICS 
 • Perennial small to large tree (up to 40+ feet), sometimes 
  a shrub;
 • Narrow leaves light green on the upper surface and  
  silvery white on the lower surface;
 • Stems may have woody spines;
 • Fruit resembles a small olive, silver-white to red-brown;
 • Flowers are yellow and fragrant;
 • Extensive roots, as deep as 40 feet;

 • Commonly found in yards, floodplains, along water  
  courses and irrigation ditches.

MYTHS
Because our native birds and mammals often eat the fruits, 
one might assume this is an important tree to retain in our 
landscape. However, these wildlife have simply become 
unwitting players in the spread of this non-native tree, which 
provides inferior habitat. 

WHY IT IS TROUBLESOME 
 • Invades, crowds out and dominates native vegetation;
 • Consumes water at higher rate than native trees; can drop  
  the water table in wetter areas four feet when leafing out  
  in spring; 
 • Reduces availability of nutrients in soil;
 • Fast growing, up to 6 feet per year;
 • Tolerates salinity and alkalinity, flooding and drought;
 • Reproduces by seeds, carried by water, and sprouts from  
  root crown, stem pieces, and suckers;
 • Very difficult to control.

HOW TO MANAGE IT 
 • Don’t be deterred by this tree’s survivability: it can be  
  successfully removed, but requires long-term attention;
 • Hand-pull seedlings, dig up saplings, and cut mature  
  trees at the base, remove remnants and properly dispose  
  of them; 
 • Best timing for removal is after the end of the  
  growing season; 
 • Expect regrowth the next spring, and be prepared to  
  hand-pull, dig, or cut again;
 • Although some land managers may use herbicides like  
  Habitat in wetter sites and Garlon in drier sites, we do not  
  recommend using chemical treatments. Just keep a  
  constant eye on your cut stumps and repeat physical  
  control every year to eliminate any regrowth. 

—Article and photo by Carol Beidleman, 
Conservation Committee

Intercontinental October Flag Celebrations

Oct. 12 is covered with controversy since Columbus 
went out of favor in this country, but every Spanish-
speaking nation in the hemisphere continues to fly 

their national flag and celebrate the date as El Dia de la 
Raza, the Day of the (Hispanic) Race. That’s an easy step  
to Indigenous Peoples and perhaps All Peoples’ Day. 
Appropriately enough, the United Nations was “born” this 
month, on Oct. 24, 1945—observed by almost every member 
nation. Independence Day is this month in 15 countries, from 
Austria (after World War II) (26) to Zambia (24). Five national 
Flag Days come in October, and one state, Nevada, celebrates  
 

U.S. statehood (1864) on the last day of this month, usually 
with a weekend of “state-riotic” parties and Halloween, too. 
Germany remembers the fall of the wall and reunification 
following the end of the Cold War on Oct 3, 1990, with the 
historic black-red-yellow flag.

The earliest flags flew on ships. The idea developed from 
Roman military standards that looked like pictorial parade 
signs you might see at a political demonstration. Two or three 
bold wide stripes, horizontal or vertical, made it easy for sailors 
to spot the colors of their compatriots, allies or enemies. 

—Bill Dunning

Russian Olive



PALE TRUMPETS, FLAXFLOWERED IPOMOPSIS, 
LONG-FLOWERED GILLY, BLUE GILIA 

This delicate annual or biennial f lower, Ipomopsis 
longiflora, appears in near-desert conditions, in dry plains and 

 mesas and shrublands,  
at elevations of 1000– 
8000 feet. It is native  
to the southwestern 
United States.

These might be 
record-holders for 
long-necked trumpet-
shaped flowers. They are 
pollinated by moths with, 

one presumes, extraordinarily long tongues. Flowers appear 
any time from spring to fall, after rains.

MEXICAN HAT
The roadsides of 

northeastern New Mexico 
light up with color in 
midsummer when large 
stands of Mexican Hat, 
Ratibida columnifera, 
come into bloom. 5–24" 
tall x 18" wide, Mexican 
Hat is the mahogany-red 

colored form of Prairie Coneflower that blooms from mid-
summer into fall. A good naturalizing wildflower, it attracts 
bees and butterflies. There also is a yellow variety. 

—Article by Judith Cristini 
Photos: left, “Ipomopsis longiflora” by anthony_mendoza is 

licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0; above, Dan Drobnis
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Keep a Tidy Yard—Reduce Weeds and Fire Risk

With such  
a good 
monsoon 

season this year, the 
weeds and grasses 
are growing very 
tall all across 
Eldorado. While the 
green and rains 
were very welcome, 
with the end of the 
monsoon season, 
and with the arrival 
of dryer fall weather, 

these weeds are going to dry out and become very flammable 
over the fall and winter. 

A Vistas’ March 2020 article addressed this (available 
at eldoradosf.org) and we ask that you go back and read 
that article again as it described the problem we have with 
invasive weeds such as Russian thistle, kochia, cheatgrass, and 
Jim Hill mustard—they can flourish and result in a build-up 
of fuel as they dry out.

 Additionally, in order to reduce the chance of wildfires in 
Eldorado, these invasive weeds as well other vegetation, that 
are close to homes, fences and walls should be cut down now 
to reduce the fuels that can contribute as ladder fuel in the 
event of a fire. Lastly, any brush piles or piles of old wood or 
latillas also provide a home for rodents such as mice and  
rats and should not be left on lots, as required under the 
Eldorado Covenants. 

—Article and photo by Mark Young, 
ECIA Compliance Officer

Pale Trumpets

Late Monsoon Rain made Eldorado Flowers Bloom

Invasive Kochia weeds, (center)

Mexican Hat

On poet E. E. Cummings’ birthday anniversary 
Oct. 14, local low-power commercial-free 
radio service ELDORADIO 1660 AM presents 

his recorded voice reading his poetry at 10:30 AM on 
The Voice of the Poet; other verse featured in this 
weekly BreakTime show is by Margaret Atwood and 
William Shakespeare. Dylan Thomas leads a New York 
cast in his play Under Milk Wood on Saturday Matinee 
at noon Oct. 23, four days before the 107th anniversary 
of his birth, in a recording made in 1953. Other 
Saturday recorded live performers this month include 
Duke Ellington and Mstislav Horszowski.

Eldorado Arts and Crafts tour happens on Saturday 
and Sunday Oct. 23 and 24, 10 AM–5 PM with  
the preview gallery opening on Friday, Oct. 22, 

5:30–8:30 PM, all day Saturday and Sunday. The 107 
artists exhibit in 76 studios. COVID guidelines are in place 
and masks are required in all indoor areas. See September 
Vistas or eldoradoarts.org for more information.

Local Radio Shows Eldorado Studio Tour



October Meetings—Community Center Closed*
*Meetings may be suspended, held via Zoom, and/or in-person: please check eldoradosf.org.

 Architecture Committee  Tuesday  12, 26 3–5 PM CFR & Zoom Katherine Mortimer  architecturechair@gmail.com  

 Board Meeting Tuesday 19 5:30 PM CR & Zoom ECIA Board  505 466-4248  

 Bylaws Review Committee Thursday 14 3:30 PM Zoom Amelia Adair bylawsreviewchair@gmail.com

 Conservation Committee  Tuesday  5  7–9 PM Zoom Paul Butt conservationchair@gmail.com   

 Election Committee  Wednesday 13 3–5 PM CR & Zoom Bette Knight electionchair1@gmail.com  

 Facilities & Grounds  Wednesday  6  10 AM–12:30 PM Zoom Kathy Ritschel  fandgchair@gmail.com   

 Finance Committee  Wednesday  13 9:30 AM–Noon Zoom Dan Drobnis  financechair1@gmail.com  

 Information Committee  Monday  11 7–9 PM Zoom  Pam Henline informationchair@gmail.com  

 Road Committee  Wednesday  6 5:30–7 PM Zoom James Mason roadchair1@gmail.com 

 Stable Committee  Monday 18  6:30–8:30 PM Zoom Amelia Adair stablechair1@gmail.com  

 Eldorado/285 Recycles 2nd Tuesday  14 4–6 PM Zoom Karen Sweeney  505 466-9797  

 Eldorado Book Club 3rd Wednesday  20 3–5 PM CC Patio Pam Henline  phenline@comcast.net   

 Eldorado Hikers  Tuesdays   8:30 AM NE corner CC Pkg. Terry Gibbs  505 466-6914 trgibbs@comcast.net 

 Knitting Club  Tuesdays    10 AM–Noon CC Patio Joyce Hanmer  505 466-3018 joycehan@msn.com  

 Overeaters Anonymous  Tuesdays    10 AM CC Patio Barb  505 954-1533   

 Zumba Wednesdays   5:45-7:30 PM CC Patio Marilyn Salas luzpecorelli@hotmail.com
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Zoom meeting information is online at www.eldoradosf.org > News & Events > Zoom Schedule
Calendar info collected and verified by ECIA office, GM@eldoradosf.org. Sign up for ECIA Newsbriefs, jcollins@hoamco.com to be notified of changes. 

CFR: Conference Room; CR: Classroom; CC Patio: Community Center Patio; CC Pkg.: Community Center Parking Lot 

News Tid-Bits
HUGE LIBRARY BOOK SALE
Books, CDs, DVDs and more on sale at Vista Grande Public 
Library on Thursday, Sept. 30, and Friday and Saturday,  
Oct. 1–2. Hours are 11 AM–6 PM Thursday and Friday and 
11 AM–4 PM Saturday. Winter is coming so stop by and get 
some great books for those long, cold months to come.

BUDGET TOWN HALL
Mark your calendar for a town hall on Saturday, Nov. 6 at  
10 AM. The 2022 annual budget including annual assessment 
amount will be discussed.

COVID-19 AND DELTA
Masks are required in all indoor public places in New Mexico 
including the ECIA Community Center buildings, even if 
vaccinated. Community Center rooms are closed although 
business can be conducted at the front reception desk. 
Residents are urged to receive a vaccination. Whether 
vaccinated or not, everyone should report any COVID-like 
symptoms and be tested. Testing is free. Call the following 
numbers if there is any COVID concern:
 If you think you have COVID-19: 1-855-600-3453
 Questions and NM help: 1-833-551-0518

Local residents can arrange to get a coronavirus 
vaccination right in Eldorado at the Del Norte Pharmacy, on 
the east side of La Tienda, 7 Caliente Rd, Unit 2. Scheduling 
can be done directly at vaccinenm.org.

FREE MANURE AND LOADING AT ELDORADO STABLES
An ECIA crew will load your containers or truck on Wednesday, 
Oct. 6, 8:30–10:30 AM. Residents are welcome to “self-serve” 
shoveling from manure bins during daylight hours any day. 
Details: eldoradostables@gmail.com or 505 585-4054.

RIDE ON BY
Watch out for bicyclists during the morning of Sunday, Oct. 10. 
After cancellation in 2020, the Santa Fe Century resumes with 
its 35th event this fall including distances of 25, 50 and 100 
miles. Riders will be coming up Hwy 285, on Old Las Vegas 
Hwy and pausing at the rest stop at Café Fina. At the Santa 
Fe Railyard finish line, riders will find six restaurants, three 
breweries, two coffee shops and one distillery. All registration 
is online at bikereg.com/santa-fe-century and closes at 
11:59 PM Oct. 9. Many volunteers are needed to help with 
rest stops, organization and giving directions. To help, email 
ride@santafecentury.com. 

ECIA POOL
The last day the Eldorado pool will be open is Sunday, Oct. 3. 
Doggie Splash Day will be held on Saturday, Oct. 9, noon–2 PM.

BLOODMOBILE
Blood drive is Saturday, Oct. 2, 9 AM–1:30 PM. Sign up,  
505 246-1490, or walk-in to vehicle at La Tienda.

FLU SHOTS
Free at many places including the local Del Norte Pharmacy.
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A nip in the air, 

dark creeping into the day:

nature starts to sleep.

Through persistent drought, abundant monsoon rains, then 
maturing grasses and forbs, the Eldorado Community  
Stable has continued developing its greenspace, with 

the assistance of volunteers and through hosting four monthly 
Wine and Weed Walks with guest speakers. All were residents 
of Eldorado and graciously shared their expertise.

At the May Walk, botanist and barn owner Susan Tweit 
introduced us to the invasive and native plant species in the 
Stable common areas (See July Vistas article, eldoradosf.org). 

In June, Philippe Cohen—who managed biological 
research stations—explained how, as the local climate is 
changing so rapidly, scientists now recommend ecological 
restoration efforts shift, to emphasize collections of native and 
introduced plants that work well together in each locale, to 
sustain important functions of an ecosystem. 

In July, Thomas Bredenberg—Conservation Committee 
member—identified an abundance of plant species thriving 
with the monsoon rains. The soil seed bank provided 
surprisingly widespread germination of amaranth, purslane, 
kochia, Russian thistle, and puncture vine. 

At the August Walk, Kelly Brooke Smith—Eldorado 
Stable Committee member and managing attorney for 
Northern NM and Pecos Adjudication Bureaus at the Office of 
the State Engineer—discussed how water rights shape the use 
of water in New Mexico, especially considering the severe to 
exceptional drought present in the state. 

It’s been an educational summer as the Stable community 
works to improve the ecosystem, provide palatable and 
sustainable grazing for equines, as well as reduce amenity 
maintenance by staff and volunteers.

Editorial Policy Vistas welcomes factual and objective submissions, which will be selected and edited at the discretion of the Information Committee and 
Board of Directors. Community announcements and articles of interest to homeowners are welcome, along with photos. Submissions are due on the fifth of 
the month preceding publication. For help with any article, see the Vistas Style Guide posted on ECIA website, www.eldoradosf.org.

Mission Statement The mission of the monthly newsletter, Vistas, is to inform members of the ECIA about issues before the Board of Directors, various 
committees, and the office staff. Any interesting events happening in Eldorado or the surrounding areas may be included. The publication seeks to foster 
increased neighborhood pride and community participation in the decision-making process.

Exploring the Community Stable Ecosystem

NEWSBRIEFS: For the latest information from ECIA, please sign up for newsbriefs, (ECIA’s electronic mailing system) by contacting  
jcollins@hoamco.com.

RECYCLE: Help ECIA go green! Save on paper and mailing costs by opting out of receiving a mailed copy of Vistas. To sign up, email 
jcollins@hoamco.com. You will be sent an email once a month with a link to the next issue of Vistas on the ECIA website, in pdf format,  
ready to view and print at home. Past issues are also available online. This paper is recyclable. Please recycle after use.

Participants in the summer Wine and Weed Walks at the Community Stables.


