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ECIA Board
Meeting, 

Community
Center, Thurs.,
January 20, 
7 pm. Public 

is invited.

Troop 414 Joins Celebration
of 100 Years of Scouting

tt

Alot has stayed the same since the beginning
of Boy Scouting in our country a century
ago. The Scout motto “Be Prepared” and

its slogan “Do a Good Turn for Someone Each
Day” continue to guide boys moving to manhood
as they learn, have fun, and provide service to the
communities from which they draw their member-
ship.

Eldorado’s Troop 414 has some 25 members, six
of whom are working to join that notable and se-
lect group of men in America’s modern history who
have won the coveted and hard-won designation of
Eagle Scout. Those who aspire to it must develop
a plan for a local community service project, get
that plan approved by higher authorities, and then
prove that they have succeeded in the goals out-
lined in their plan. Some six members of Troop 414
are in their final stages of this process; when they
succeed they will join a pantheon of awardees that
includes movie producer Steven Spielberg, com-
mentator Walter Cronkite, astronaut James Lovell,
actor James Stewart, and President Gerald Ford,
and, interestingly, some 181 of that very brave and
talented group of people, America’s astronauts.

A key factor in Troop 414’s success has been its
“troop committee,” a group composed mainly of
the parents of scouts. Its members meet each week
at the same time and place as the troop. Scoutmas-
ter Mark Sward states emphatically that without
their support, it would be nearly impossible for the
program he leads to function effectively. The com-
mittee provides the logistical and planning support
for weekly programs, the public service efforts, and
the wilderness encampments that the troop is in-
volved with throughout the year.

Troop 414 has many opportunities for its scouts
to not only have fun, but to advance in scouting

by obtaining the merit badges that are symbols of
achievement in physical fitness, survival skills, and
community service. The top merit badges awarded
in the nation and also in New Mexico are those of
First Aid, Swimming, Camping, Cooking, and Citi-
zenship in the Community.

In 2009, Eldorado’s Scouts journeyed to and
hiked through the Boundary Waters Wilderness Area
between the United States and Canada in Minnesota.
The area is one of the most pristine areas in North
America, untouched by roads and very deserving of
the description “primitive.”

In February 2011, the troop will participate in
“Klondike Encampment,” a program to explore what-
ever part of
the Sangre
de Cristo
Mountains
nearby that
will offer
the greatest challenges to camping and surviving in
the snow—at a high elevation. 

Another adventure trip will be to the Philmont
Scout Ranch in northern New Mexico. There they
will join some 20,000 scouts from all over the coun-
try in backpacking, rock-climbing, orienteering, and
other survival task activities in and around the ranch’s
extensive area of some 140,000 acres.

Boys from ages 10 to 17 interested in learning
outdoor skills, having fun with friends, and develop-
ing memories that will last a lifetime are encouraged
to come by and visit our local scouts at their Wednes-
day meetings at 7 pm in the Railroad Building of the
ECIA Community Center. Scoutmaster Mike Sward
is available for your questions at 920-2462.

–Frank Schober
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Editorial
Policy

Vistas invites opinions,
ideas, stories, photos, and
art from the community at
large. Please include
contact numbers for fact
checking purposes. The
newsletter will not publish
unsigned letters or material
deemed inflammatory.
Material will be printed at
the discretion of the 
editors. Letters over 150
words will be edited for
fit. Community
announcements are
welcome; accompanying
photos are welcome, too. 
DEADLINE: Newsletter
deadline is the 3rd day of
each month. Submissions
can be dropped off or
mailed to the ECIA office or
e-mailed to ECIADiAna@
aol.com Please include
“Attn: Vistas” in your
message.

Mission 
Statement

The mission of Vistas, the

monthly newsletter of the

ECIA, is to inform the El-

dorado community about

issues before the ECIA

Board and the member-

ship at large. By so doing,

the publication seeks to

foster increased neighbor-

hood pride and commu-

nity participation in the

decision making process. 

tt

Share your 
comments
with us! 

For policy and 
deadline, see

below
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Iwas privileged to be elected Chief by members of
the El Dorado Fire and Rescue Service (EFRS) on
December 1, 2010. I have been a member of the

fire department since my wife Carol and I moved to El-
dorado from the Midwest more than six years ago. My
day job is Director of Technical Services for the New
Mexico Department of Public Safety, which includes
the State Crime Lab, the Law Enforcement Records Bu-
reau, and the Information Technology Division.

EFRS has a long history of service to the Eldorado
community, and it is our intention to continue that tra-
dition. Protecting the lives and property of Eldorado’s
citizens and the people who visit our community has
been and will continue to be our primary mission. We
will also continue to promote public safety through ed-
ucation and involvement in community activities.

El Dorado Fire is an all-volunteer department. On
most calls for service we are joined by full-time, career
staff from the Santa Fe County Fire Department who
respond out of Hondo Fire Station 2, which is located
on the corner of Old Las Vegas Highway and U.S.
285. On large emergencies, El Dorado is assisted by
other fire departments in the Eastern Region of Santa
Fe County—from Hondo, Galisteo, and Glorieta.

EFRS has a com-
mitted group of vol-
unteers who give of
their spare time to
attend trainings and
respond to emer-
gency calls at all
hours of the day and
night. These men
and women are the
true heart and soul of EFRS, and I hope you will join
me in thanking them for their service and dedica-
tion. I also want to extend my thanks to the families
of EFRS members because they sacrifice too when
their loved one is off on fire department activities.
Although we have a strong group of volunteers, we
are always looking for new members who want to
join us in serving the community. If you are inter-
ested or just want to drop by and say hello, I would
encourage you to stop at our main station on
Avenida Vista Grande any Saturday between 8 am
and noon.

–Stephen F. Tapke
Chief, El Dorado Fire and Rescue Service

With the arrival of winter, we experience
our shortest days of the year and our
greatest need for interior lighting here in

Eldorado. This is also when residents are most af-
fected by disturbing light emissions coming from in-
side their neighbor’s house windows and skylights.
These light emissions vary greatly from house to
house due to the great variation in window sizes, glass
types, interior window treatments, and the location
and style of interior lighting. While some residents
do their best to address and lessen the effects on
neighbors of bright interior lighting, they appear to
be in the minority. Consequently, ECIA receives
complaints from residents, on a regular basis, about
neighbors’ bright lights.

While we do go out to verify reported light pollu-
tion, the fact that Eldorado’s
Lighting Guidelines cover only ex-
terior lighting means that we
cannot address interior
lighting problems as a
covenant violation. Instead,
we do our best to notify
residents when we hear

of a problem, and suggest ways to reduce the offend-
ing emissions. Suggested methods for reducing inte-
rior light transmission include:
1. Utilizing light sources with the minimum inten-

sity required to accomplish the light’s purpose.
2. Turning lights off using a timer or occupancy sen-

sor or manually when not needed.
3. Improving light fixtures, so that they direct their

light more precisely where it is needed.
4. Adjusting the type of lights used, so that the light

waves emitted are those less likely to cause severe
light pollution problems.

5. Using interior shades or blinds to reduce the trans-
mission of light to the outdoors.

6. Moving lamps away from windows when possible.
We ask that residents think of their neighbors and

do what they can to reduce interior transmissions to
the outdoors, via these above methods. Your neigh-
bors will be grateful for your efforts, and most likely
you will reduce your electric bill as well. If you have

any questions at all, please contact the ECIA
at 466–4248 or e-mail me, Mark Young, at the

ECIA at eciaccr@aol.com.
–Mark Young

Covenant Compliance Representative

Interior Lighting Tips

Message from New Fire Chief
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Santa Fe, NM 87508 
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ecommunity@aol.com
www.eldoradosf.org

General Manager 
Bill Donohue
466-4248
gmbill1@aol.com
Covenant Compliance Rep 
Mark Young
466-4248
ECIAccr@aol.com
Community Services  Mgr
Raven Hicks
204-2945

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President 
Tom Willmott
982-1602
tom.willmott@att.net
Vice-President
Ed Moreno
466-1183
edmoreno@newmexico.com
Treasurer
Todd Handy
466-3785
Todd_Gilliss@yahoo.com
Secretary 
Gregory Bundrick
gjugju@msn.com
Director
Elan Colello
elanishere@gmail.com
Director
Pat Lavengood
466-9765
plavengood@q.com
Director
Open position
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Finance: Dan Drobnis
Architecture:

Katherine Mortimer
Conservation: John Parker &

E.J. Evangelos
Stable: Bonita Mamp
Election: Jean Crawford
Roads: Nolan Zisman
Information: Frank Schober
Neighborhood Watch:
Larry Eccard & Marilyn Walker
Facilities & Grounds:
Fred Raznick

VISTAS NEWSLETTER
Editor & Designer
Carol Leyba
466-1158
cbsleyba@comcast.net
Webmaster:
Jack Arnold
jwellsarnold@gmail.com
Editorial Assistant:
DiAna Gutierrez 
466-4248
ECIADiAna@aol.com

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Vista Grande Library 
466-READ 
Security 
204-2945 
Fire and Rescue 
466-1204
eldoradofirerescue.org 
County All Purpose
820-CNTY (2689)
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January is usually a wonderful time of year in El-
dorado. Four years ago, I recall, it started with a
24-inch snowfall (some will say more than 24).

In any case, we can look forward to some beautiful
snow scenes.

Eldorado is fortunate to have an excellent, dedi-
cated Fire and Rescue Service. We welcome the
choice of Stephen Tapke as the new chief of our fire-
fighters and emergency medical technicians, follow-
ing the tradition of service established by prior chiefs
including John Liebson, Steve Crawford, and Guy
Monroe. Welcome Chief Tapke!

November last, there was another Arts and Crafts
Fair at the school. It is always a delight to see the va-
riety of excellent objects produced by Eldorado resi-
dents—fabrics, jewelry, ceramics, woodwork,
painting, sculpture, and more. I think we are so for-

tunate to live in a place that has so many talented
folks who make such beautiful works. We can look
forward to the Spring Studio Tour.

Assessment bills are in the mail, or have arrived.
Remember that ECIA is your Association, and our
intent is to provide value for your investment. Let us
know where we can do better (as soon as the bill is
paid!).

See the story below for notes on filing for election
as an ECIA Director. Or, if a friend or neighbor is
thinking about running, support their getting signa-
tures, and publicity. We intend to have a candidate
forum soon, but plans are not firm yet.

Enjoy the winter!
–Tom Willmott
ECIA President

Three ECIA Board Seats Open in 2011

The terms of three members of the ECIA
Board of Directors expire in May 2011. That
means Eldorado residents interested in serv-

ing our community in that role can begin the official
process to seek election to one of those seats on the
Board.

Board President Tom Willmott, Vice President
Ed Moreno, and Treasurer Todd Handy are com-
pleting elected or appointed terms this year. They,
and any other ECIA residents whose assessments are
paid in full, are eligible to run for the Board.

ECIA has seven Board member positions, and each
member is elected to serve a three-year term. The Board
meets twice a month, for a working session and a for-

mal session, and Board members are required to serve
as liaisons to the ECIA’s nine standing committees.

Starting January 3, prospective candidates may
pick up petitions at the ECIA office. Candidates must
obtain the signatures of at least 25 ECIA members in
good standing and submit them to the ECIA by
March 1, 2011.

After the deadline, the ECIA Elections Commit-
tee will meet to validate the nominations, and the bal-
lot will be prepared and mailed to residents. ECIA
members will then mail their secret ballots to the
committee, which will tabulate the votes and present
the results at the Annual Meeting on May 2, 2011.

–Ed Moreno, ECIA Vice-President

Looking Forward into 2011 

Cell Phone Numbers
Needed in Emergencies

As more people drop their land-line phones in
favor of having cell phones only, ECIA is los-
ing track of how to reach residents in the

event of an emergency. If this situation describes you,
we ask that you please call in (466-4248) or email us
(ecommunity@aol.com) your cell phone number. Of
course, these will be kept confidential and used only
when necessary.

We appreciate your cooperation.
–Bill Donohue

General Manager

New Website Live

ECIA has gone “live” with its new and improved
website, www.eldoradosf.org—an address we
find much easier to remember and to type. We

note the new address but advise that both the old
URL (www.eldoradocommunity.org) and the new
one will get you there. 

We are proud of the website’s new look and feel,
and we expect that its streamlined design will make it
more useful and user-friendly to residents. If you find
anything that needs fixing, please contact our web-
master, Jack Arnold (jwellsarnold@gmail.com).

Many thanks to Elan Colello for the re-creation
and to Jack Arnold for its implementation.

–Frank Schober
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New Year, New Beginnings for EACA
For the Eldorado Arts & Crafts Association
(EACA), the end of Year 2010 was spent strategiz-
ing for change. The monthly meetings are now
being held in the inviting, comfortable living room
area of the Community Center. Meetings will con-
tinue to be held the last Thursday of each month.
And EACA’s website, www.eldoradoarts.org,  is
undergoing a revamp, with the goal of making it a
more useful tool for member artists, as well as as a
more informative venue for visitors. For a minimal
annual fee, member artists will be able to maintain
individual web pages within the site that showcase
their work, as well as offer the viewer links to other
websites. Quite a few new members joined up in
2010, adding fresh energy to the association.
Theatrical Master Class Open to Public
Eldorado Teen Players present a celebrity right here
in Santa Fe! Come see Tony Award–winning
Broadway composer Jason Robert Brown (Pa-
rade, The Last Five Years) conduct a master class in
musical theater with seven pre-auditioned musical
theater students on January 29, 2011, at 2 pm at
the Santa Fe Preparatory School Driscoll Audito-
rium, 1101 Camino de Cruz Blanca. $15 general
admission. Tickets available at the door.
VGPL’s New “Community Programs”
Series Starts January 27
Vista Grande Public Library kicks off its new
“Community Programs” series on Thursday, Janu-
ary 27, with a presentation on today’s residential
real estate market. David Hultin, a residential loan
officer with New Mexico Bank and Trust in Santa
Fe, will speak on “Refinancing Your Home, Short
Sales and Foreclosures” at 7 pm at the Library.
Hultin, who has worked at some of the largest state
and federally chartered banks in the U.S., writes a
monthly column in The New Mexican’s Real Estate
Guide and teaches continuing education classes for
realtors. His book, Fortunes, Follies and the IRS: Sec-
ond Homes Purchasing and Financing Basics, was re-
cently published. He will be available for questions.

This program is the first in a new series that ex-
pands the Library’s previous monthly “Author
Talks” to include nonliterary events of interest to
the general community. Contact 466-7323 for
more information.
Library’s Annual Fall Book Sale a Success!
The Library’s Fall Book Sale, held the weekend be-
fore Thanksgiving, outstripped predictions and
raised about $3,300 to support Library operations
in the coming year. “We thank all our wonderful
volunteers, who made the Book Sale possible,”
said Library Director Tina Stephenson, “and we
want to especially thank Steve Ewers and Des-

MOON PHASES FOR JANUARY 2011�I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Ytt

tiny Allison at La Tienda for sharing their space
with us.”
Library Board to Elect New Members
The Vista Grande Public Library Annual Member-
ship Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 18,
at 6 pm at the Library. Activity and progress toward
meeting the Library’s Strategic Plan will be re-
viewed, followed by the election of new members to
the Library’s Board of Directors. The meeting is
public and open to all; anyone 18 years old or
older who holds a Vista Grande Public Library
card is a member of the nonprofit organization
and is eligible to vote. If you are interested in serv-
ing on the Board, look for information online at
www.vglibrary.org or ask for an application at the
Library.
Shop Amazon, Support VGPL
You can support Amazon and benefit VGPL at no
extra cost to you. Just go to the Library website,
www.vglibrary,org, scroll down and click the
“Amazon” button on the right. This guarantees a
percentage of your purchase price will go to Vista
Grande Library.
Recycle Your Xmas Trees
Christmas trees can be dropped off at the ECIA
parking lot during the month of January for re-
cycling.
Main Street at La Tienda
La Tienda’s first annual “Main Street” event was
held during the 2010 holidays. Wanting to do
something fun, non-commercial, and celebratory
that was non-denominational and appealing to
children of all ages, La Tienda built small, Main
Street–like wood structures and gave them to vari-
ous community groups and nonprofit organizations
to decorate. They built 14 structures, three of which
are shown here on the back page. Each year the cen-
ter’s owners hope to add more buildings until the
entire patio is covered.

Main Street was lit every weekend from Decem-
ber through the New Year. The display will come
down Saturday, January 8 (everyone is welcome to
volunteer to help disassemble it).

Participating organizations this year were Solace
Crisis Treatment Center, La Mariposa Montessori,
Santa Fe School of Art and Science, the Tarnoff Art

Jason Robert Brown

ENERGY-SAVING 
TIP OF THE MONTH

Just One Thing!

WINDOW INSULATION 

During winter days, our windows allow
the warming sunshine into our homes.
At night, they allow all that warmth to
leak away.You can block that heat loss
by adding insulated window coverings.
Tight-fitting, quilted, and honeycomb
curtains can triple the R value (insula-
tion) of your windows. These are avail-
able at local fabric and houseware
stores as well as online.

Stay warm and save $ and energy this
winter!

– Eldorado Energy Coop     
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JANUARY SPECIAL EVENTS
Garden Kickoff Sat., Jan. 8, 10  am Marilynn Jacobs 466-6707 Library
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Facilities & Grounds No January Mtg Fred Raznick 466-2305 CFR
Road Committee No January Mtg Nolan Zisman 466-2968 CFR
Neighborhood Watch No January Mtg Marilyn Walker 466-2553
Conservation Committee Tues., January 4, 7-9 pm John Parker 466-7513 Foyer
Architectural Committee Tues., January 11, 7-9 pm Mark Young 466-4248 Foyer
Finance Committee Wed., January 12, 9:30 am Dan Drobnis 466-4781 CFR
Board Work Study Mon., January 17, 7-9 pm ECIA 466-4248 CFR
ECIA Board Thurs., January 20, 7-9 pm ECIA 466-4248 CR
Stable Committee Mon., January 24, 7-9 pm Lisa Bessone 466-7100 Foyer
Information Committee Tues., January 25, 7-9 pm Frank Schober 310-8593 CFR
Architectural Committee Tues., January 25, 7-9 pm Mark Young 466-4248 Foyer
MONTHLY MEETINGS
La Canada Wireless 2nd & 4th Mon., 7-9 pm lcwireless.org
Search & Rescue 2nd Thurs, 7 pm santafesar.org CR
Library Book Group 2nd Saturday 9-10:30 Joan LaMarque 466-6000 CFR
Eldorado Dog Club 4th Saturday 9:30 am Freddi Fullington 466-2005 Dog Park
Book Discussion Group 3rd Mon., 7-9 pm Pam Henline 466-4781 VGPL
Conservation Com Hike 3rd Sat. of month Eleanor Gossen 466-1949 CC Prk Lot
Roadrunner RV 3rd Tues. of month Pat Stewart 820-0303
Fire Cub Scout Pack 414 4th Tues., 7-9 pm John Kieling 466-4232 Sm Gym
EACA Meeting Last Thurs. of month 204-7007 LR
WEEKLY MEETINGS
AA Tues., 5:30-6:50 pm CFR
AA Wed., 10:30-11:30 am CFR/CR
AA Wed., 5:45-6:45 pm (Men Only) CFR
AA Thurs. 5:30-6:30 pm (Women Only) CFR
AA Fri., 6-7 pm CFR/LR
AA Sat., 10:45-11:45 am CFR
AA Sun., 5:15-6:15 pm LR/CFR
Boy Scout Troop 414 Wed., 7-9 pm Fritz Denny 466-4070 RR, CR, LR
Boy Scout Pack 414 2nd & 3rd Thurs., 6:30-7:30 Johnny Boggs 466-3680 RR
Girl Scouts 286 Fri., 4-6 pm Lisa Engeldinger 466-0077 CR
Girl Scouts 295 Every other Fri., 5:30-7 pm Michelle Jaschke 466-2422 CR
Bridge 1st & 3rd Mon, 1-4:30 pm Kate Kaulbach 466-1465 LR
Bridge 1st & 3rd Fri., 1-4:30 pm LR
Bridge 2nd & 4th Fri., 1-4:30 pm Pat Lavengood 466-9765 LR
Bridge Wed., 9-noon Nancy Rost 466-2832 LR
Community Church** Sun., 9:30 & 11 am David McPherson 466-2495 La Tienda
Eldorado Hikers Tues., 8:30 am Terry Gibbs 466-6914
Fire & Rescue Training Wed., 7-9 pm Fire Station Office 466-1204 Station
Fire & Rescue Work Duty Sat., Call for time Fire Station Office 466-1204 Station
Knitting Club Tues., 10 am-noon Joyce Hanmer 466-3018 LR
Senior Lunch*** Mon.–Fri., 12-1 pm Senior Center 466-1039
Square Dancing Fri., 6-9 pm Richard Robinson 466-7319 RR

*Eldorado Area Water and Sanitation District  **For other religious/spiritual services, 
go to http://santafe.areaconnect.com/churches.htm    ***Reservations Required

Left out? Help us compile a comprehensive events listing.
Email info@eldoradosf.org with your meeting/event information, or bring it to the ECIA office
by the 3rd of the month for publication in the following month’s Vistas.
Please include “Attn: Vistas” and be sure to indicate:

1. Type of Event 4. A Resource Person (one who can answer 
2. Location questions both about the event and the sponsoring
3. Date & Time organization) and his/her telephone number. 
Photographs (digital or snapshots) are encouraged! 
Note: All meetings are at the Community Center, unless otherwise noted.

LR=Living Room, F=Foyer, CFR=Conference Room, CR=Class Room, RR=Railroad, K=Kitchen

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.eldoradosf.org

AASSTTRROONNOOMMYY 
CCOORRNNEERR
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January 3, 4: Quadrantids
Meteor Shower. The Quadrantids
are an above-average shower, with up
to 40 meteors per hour at their peak.
The shower usually peaks on January
3 and 4, but some meteors can be
visible January 1–5. Best viewing will
be from a dark location after mid-
night. Look for meteors radiating from
the constellation Bootes.

Night Sky Haiku
Outside switch forgot,

My neighbors may remember

—I stole their dark sky.

Protect Our Night Skies: Small
lights left carelessly on may spoil
the views of our night sky.

January EventsJanuary Events

Center, Felines and Friends, Animal
Protection of New Mexico, Habitat
for Humanity, Greening Eldorado,
Little Earth School, Back Country
Horsemen, NARHA Horses for
Heroes, Northern NM Horsemen’s
Association, and Grandabon Farm.
TGIF —Save the Date!
Friday, February 18 will be the first
TGIF of the new year. More details
to come in February’s Vistas.
Gift Shop Grand Reopening
Mark Pitman and Jessica Wesolek
are moving their Art Garden from
La Tienda to the Agora (south side,
next to Las Chivas) in January. Join
them for  a Grand Opening on Jan-
uary  15, noon–5 pm, and check
out Eldorado’s new place for cards
and gifts. Call 466-1225.



Many people reported to me that they saw a
Western Tanager (WT) during the summer
of 2010 (although I, unfortunately, did

not). The WT is a lovely bird and is probably distinct
enough to identify correctly (there is a slight resem-
blance to an oriole, especially in the coloring). The WT
is small to medium sized, 7.25 inches long, with a wing
span of 11.5 inches and a relatively short tail and small
bill. The breeding male has a bright orangish-red head,
yellow body, black tail, and black wings with two dis-
tinct wing bars. The female is a dullish yellow with
dark gray wings, back, and tail. The call of the WT is
said to sound like a Robin with a sore throat. The WT
is found throughout the western United States and
western Canada during the summer. Winters are spent
from central Mexico to Costa Rica. Migration is
mostly at night, unfortunately resulting in birds being
killed by collision with communication towers.

WTs prefer conifer and conifer-deciduous wood-
lands, mostly in the mountains. Males are highly ter-
ritorial and are probably monogamous. Courtship
displays include movements of wings and tail. A cup-
like, flimsily lined nest is built in trees. The female
spends most of her time on the nest and will stay
there even when disturbed at close range. Three to
five eggs hatch into helpless young, who develop
quickly and fledge in 13 to 15 days. Both parents care
for and feed the young. Food consists of insects
picked from leaves and branches, and berries. Some
insects are caught on the wing.

According to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the
red pigment in the face of the Western Tanager is rho-
doxanthin, a pigment rare in birds. It is not manu-
factured by the bird, as are the pigments used by the
other red tanagers. Instead, it must be acquired from
the diet, presumably from insects that themselves ac-
quire the pigment from plants.

–Pam Henline

6 ELDORADO VISTAS

ttL O C A L  F L O R A  &  FA U N A �

Western Tanager 

Agora Celebrates 15th
Anniversary

This year the Agora is celebrating its 15th an-
niversary.  Approximately 10,000 people visit
the Agora every week. This robust support

has enabled most Agora merchants to call the Agora
home for well over five to ten years.

In fact, four of the eighteen businesses located at
the Agora have been there since its opening in 1995.
These businesses—El Dorado Supermart, Las Chivas
Coffee Roasters, Medicap Pharmacy, and Quik Send
—anchor the center and gratefullly enjoy the loyalty
and support of Eldorado residents.

Once in a while an opportunity arises for a new
company to join the ranks of the Agora merchants. In
2010 the Agora welcomed one new business, Barker
Realty. David Barker and his wife, Lisa, run a suc-
cessful residential real estate brokerage business in
Santa Fe that was started by David’s father more than
30 years ago. They decided they could best serve the
community of Eldorado by opening a branch office

Community Garden Holds 3rd-Year Kickoff

The highly successful El Dorado School Com-
munity Garden swings into its third year on
Saturday, January 8, with a kickoff meeting

at 10 am in the El Dorado School Library. If you love
to garden, love organic vegetables, love meeting your
neighbors and working outdoors, now is the best time
to join—or rejoin—this notable community project.

The two-year-old garden, an organic growing en-
vironment and outdoor classroom learning environ-
ment on a 1.5-acre parcel of land, is a collaboration
between Eldorado residents and the El Dorado Com-
munity School, along with several other volunteer or-
ganizations. It already has inspired similar garden
projects in Pennsylvania, Arizona, and Taos. Its ver-
dant site includes individual beds, a quarter-acre “crop
circle” community garden, cactus and perennial gar-
dens, a stone labyrinth, benches, a picnic area, flower
plantings, a gazebo, and more.

Membership fees for 2011 are being calculated ac-
cording to this year’s garden budget. They are ex-
pected to be close to last year’s fees of $30 per person,
with an additional $30 per plot or communal garden
participant, and children under 18 free. For more in-
formation, contact Marilynn Jacobs at 466–6707 or
via email at eldogarden@comcast.net.

Last year’s expansions at the garden included the
addition of a pumpkin/squash/melon patch, a larger
corn patch, fruit trees, and berry bushes planted
around the garden perimeter, more individual beds, a
storage shed built with a grant from Lowe’s, scare-
crows and garden murals created by the schoolchild-
ren, an expanded school garden curriculum, a docent

program for classrooms, and the connected infra-
structure of a drip system which will be connected to
individual beds next spring. New projects slated for
2011 include a greenhouse, for which the permit is
already in hand and which should be built soon.

–Diane Thomas

Continued  >>
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Simple Tips to Avoid Identity Theft

Hiding all your personal information from
others is an impossible task. The following
are some tips to prevent identity theft.

u Any PIN numbers or passwords protecting impor-
tant details should be changed regularly. Passwords
must be very strong and completely unique so
hackers won’t be able to track them. Avoid using
simple passwords like your mother’s maiden name,
as these can be retrieved easily by hackers. Never
give your social security or credit card number to
anyone who calls you, and bring in your mail as
soon as possible to avoid having important infor-
mation stolen from your mailbox. Always know
exactly whom you are talking to and their purpose
in wanting you to share confidential information.
If anyone calls or e-mails and requests such details,
always be leery.

u Anytime you fill out a form, be extra cautious
when it asks for personal details. Never give credit
card or bank account numbers on a form. Always
tear up or shred pre-approved credit card applica-
tions before throwing them away. Review your
billing and credit card statements every month to
make sure no fraudulent charges are present; if you
find one, report it right away. Any e-mail that re-
quests you to modify or confirm login details for
a bank account by clicking a link must be avoided.

u Monitor all your credit reports to see if any
changes have been made, as this could be a sign of
identity theft. Keep your firewall and software up-
to-date to protect against hackers. Any security is-
sues that arise should be addressed right away.

u If you are operating an e-commerce website, be
sure to use encryption services to provide protec-
tion of financial and customer information. Im-
prove protection by altering browser settings and
deleting Internet history frequently. Prevention of
identity theft can only be accomplished by con-
stantly being aware.  

– Adapted from ezine by Andy Mitchel
To make a report, call the Sheriff ’s Dept. at 428-3720.

Happy New Year! We have many things com-
ing up in 2011, but in the spirit of letting
everyone relax from the end of the year hol-

idays, we are not offering any big trips or new events
in January. Instead, we are continuing with our very
popular tried-and-true classes from last year.

First, we will once again be offering the wonderful
clay and weaving classes taught by Bob and Lynn
Coyle. The eight-week session of these two-hour
classes begins Tuesday, January 18, at 1:30 pm. Class
size for each class is limited to eight students, so please
call the Center at 466-1039 to sign up.

We will also continue our current class schedule:
u Chair Yoga on Monday mornings at 10:15 am.
u Computer tutoring on Monday afternoons at 1:30

pm (three individual sessions of 20 minutes each;
please call the Center to sign up).

u Strengthening and Balance on Wednesdays, 1:30–
2:30 pm.

u Hatha (mat) yoga on Wednesdays, 3:45–4:45 pm
(need permission from instructor).
We also continue to serve delicious lunches Mon-

day through Friday for a small donation of $1.50.
Please call the Center for reservations the day before,
so we know how much to prepare. And our trans-
portation program is growing to provide rides to more
seniors. Just call the Center at 466-1039 at least 24
hours in advance to arrange for a ride.

–Cathy Berkley

Senior Center News

NOVEMBER CRIME STATISTICS
1 Theft , 1 Property Crime

Source:  www.crimereports.com
NEXT NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH MEETING:
February 7 at the ECIA. For information on how to
join Neighborhood Watch, please email Marilyn
Walker at lightwalker2@comcast.net.

–Lisa Smith, lisasmithsantafe@gmail.com

here. Their space is warm and inviting, and their as-
sociates are incredibly knowledgeable and helpful.

In addition, two of the Agora’s merchants have ex-
panded their stores to accommodate the growth of
their respective businesses. Sol Serna is the owner of
Kozuku Karate studio. His reputation as one of the
best martial arts teachers in New Mexico caught up
with him, and his classes have become very popular
with adults as well as children, necessitating his ex-

pansion. Dawn Murray also expanded her store,
Love Your Lashes, at the request of her customers in
order to create a full-service spa. Her store, renamed
The Spa at Eldorado, offers a wide array of spa serv-
ices and is absolutely beautiful. A late addition: The
Art Garden is moving in January from La Tienda to
the space formerly occupied by Love Your Lashes. 

–Stephen Allison

Agora Anniversary, continued
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Crime Stoppers 955-5050Holiday Main Street at La Tienda

“Main Street” in La Tienda’s patio, built and
lit by La Tienda and decorated by local
nonprofit organizations. Left to right:
Church by La Tienda, Hobbit House by
Greening Eldorado, and Ms. Kitty’s Academy
for Cats by Felines and Friends (see pp. 4–5).
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