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IHAD THE PLEASURE recently of chatting
with Luther Robb, one of the many volunteers
who keep the El Dorado Fire & Rescue Service

(EFRS) up and running for Eldorado’s protection.
The organization is a volunteer group of 30 women
and men who provide excellent emergency response
services and is one of the most highly rated fire and
rescue groups in the area. Many of you already
know this, but possibly have forgotten that EFRS
services are not funded solely by the county and
state.
EFRS has begun

their 2008 annual
donation drive. They
ask all residents in
their service area—
beginning at the Route
285 exit off Interstate
25 and continuing
south to the communities and developments along
285 to just past Highway 41, but not including
Galisteo—to consider an annual donation to help
EFRS do its job.
Your donations are made to an IRS-sanctioned

501(c)3 nonprofit organization and, as such, may be
tax deductible. While most of the other homeowner
associations in the service area coordinate with their
resident members to provide a bulk contribution to
EFRS, Eldorado residents donate individually. So
please consider the excellent services, hard work and
long volunteer hours these fine folks give when
responding with your donations.
These donations chiefly are used for the support

and safety of the members. Examples are providing
meals to the responding teams when they return
from an emergency, purchasing gear such as fire
gloves, which often need to be replaced, purchasing
small tools needed for vehicle and equipment main-
tenance and in recruiting volunteers.
A national group called Insurance Services

Organization, or ISO, rates fire departments nation-
ally. The ISO professionals perform a site review of
the facilities, a detailed review of the training pro-

grams, infrastructure details such as the number of
fire hydrants and their distances from homes and
many more details to determine a department’s rat-
ing. This rating often is used by insurance compa-
nies in determining homeowner insurance rates and
can help reduce those rates. EFRS has one of the bet-
ter ratings.
EFRS put in many hours to keep its volunteers

prepared. There are at least five training sessions a
month, a monthly meeting, numerous committee

and county meetings and
the members rotate week-
ly maintenance and
upkeep that is conducted
every Saturday morning.
Members typically put in
10 to 20 hours a week
and the chief, assistant
chief, three lieutenants

and a training captain put in closer to 40 hours a
week—all on top of their other paying vocations.
EFRS leadership consists of Chief Guy Monroe,

Assistant Chief Chris Werhane, Lts. Steve
Tapke, Glenn Saums, and Larry Hyde and
Training Captain Steve Mullis.
Some of the activities EFRS conducts during the

year are educational programs such as the “Stop,
Drop & Roll” program at the elementary school and
the community college, complete with an eye-catch-
ing fire engine. It provides ongoing individual home
evaluations to reduce fire risk, has a program on the
safe disposal of fireplace ashes and, of course, holds
the annual BBQ that brings the community into the
station to get to know the volunteers better. And
every July you can see the fire trucks in Eldorado’s
July 4th parade.
EFRS says thank you to all who already have

donated for this year and asks those who haven’t to
consider either making a donation or volunteering to
help this essential organization. You can find more
information at www.eldoradofirerescue.org.

—Richard Anderson
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W E ARE WORKING on an exciting
project at El Dorado Elementary School
with 160 first and second grade students.

It is a performing arts program with music, dance
and art—all about the human body. All of the music
and dance is original, written with the children for
this educational program.
This project was 75 percent funded by New

Mexico Arts—a state grant. We are delighted to be
recipients of this award. An important aspect of the
grant is community participation. Therefore, we are
looking for volunteers in the community for a few
tasks.
Mainly we need a group to help sew costumes.

We have a professional seamstress to orchestrate the
project, and it shouldn’t be too complicated. But we
will need volunteers to make enough costumes for
all of the children.

That is the urgent need, but if anyone wants to
come to practices, help with artwork or help in any
other way, you are welcome. Please contact Melanie
Zeir at 982-2120 if you are interested in any of
these opportunities.

IREALLY ENJOY THE BIKE PATHS in ourcommunity and use them as often as I can.
Sometimes the weather or my schedule throws

me off, but I try to get out there frequently to use
this great resource.
Recently on a chilly January Saturday, after one

of our recent snowfalls, I chose to ride on the edge of
the road instead of the bike path because the path
was still icy, particularly in the shadows of our
piñons and junipers and at the cross streets. I had a
huge truck pass me and the man inside slowed down
long enough to point angrily at me multiple times
and then at the bike path. It really made me mad
and I certainly wanted to send him a nice gesture
back but I took the high road and refrained.
I assume the man in the truck doesn’t cycle often

on our paths and doesn’t realize that it take a good
week or so for all those ice patches to melt, especial-
ly those veiled from the road by the trees. Then
again, it shouldn’t matter if there was ice. The road
is just as much for bikes as it is for any other vehicle
and those who choose to drive a car or truck just
need to show respect and courtesy toward cyclists.
I’m sure this individual had my utmost safety in
mind and, therefore, all of the animated gesticulat-
ing trying to protect me from the advances of his
truck. To that I’d say, “Thanks, I’m glad you know
how to share, just like momma taught ya.”

—Lori Colt

Editorial
Policy

Vistas invites opinions,
ideas, stories, photos, and
art from the community at
large. Please include
contact numbers for fact
checking purposes. The
newsletter will not
publish unsigned letters
or material deemed
inflammatory. Material
will be printed at the
discretion of the
editors. Letters over 150
words will be edited for
fit. Community
announcements are
welcome; accompanying
photos are welcome, too.
Deadline: Newsletter
deadline is the 3rd day of
each month. Submissions
can be dropped off or
mailed to the ECIA office or
emailed to
info@eldoradocommunity.
org. Please include “Attn:
Vistas” in your message.

Mission
Statement

The mission of Vistas, the
monthly newsletter of the
ECIA, is to inform the
Eldorado community
about issues before the
ECIA Board and the mem-
bership at large. By so
doing, the publication
seeks to foster increased
neighborhood pride and
community participation
in the decision making
process.
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Share your
comments
with us!

For policy and
deadline, see

below

��E C I A N O T E S

2 ELDORADO VISTAS

A Pointed Exchange

IWOULD LIKE TO THANK all of the ECIA
as well as members of the community who
worked toward an understanding between the

dog “haves” and the dog “have-nots.” It feels as if
there has been a change of consciousness in our neck
of the woods. There is an increase in consideration on
the trails and a decrease in tension on both sides. I
am thankful for living in such a community.

—Debby Hunter

Thanks to Dogs

ISO APPRECIATED Su Anne Armstrong’s
article concerning the Responsible Dog
Ownership Policy and living in harmony with

our environment. I love dogs. In fact, I’m a veteri-
nary technician and I work with dogs every week.
There are responsibilities that come with dog own-
ership, not just to the dog but to the community as
well. If the Conservation Committee’s mission
statement “...includes protecting the existing nat-
ural resources,” how does it enforce this mandate?
What remedies are applied to dog owners who
habitually flaunt the rules by letting their pets run
wild? It seems that without any consequence, the
repeat offenders will continue disregarding the
welfare of the community. [Ed. Note: The article
mentioned was mistakenly attributed to Su Anne
Armstrong. Last month’s letter was written by
David Rasch.]

—John Farrell

Dear ECIA,

Hello from Talking Hands Talking Feet
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From the President’s Desk

New Pool Passes; Still Fun

AS PRESIDENT, I have written a
monthly article for Vistas for 4 ½
years. I have tried to keep residents

informed on the issues and the work of the
Association. In previous articles I have
praised the work of Association committees
and the Board of Directors. In this, one of
my final articles, I want to talk about the
Association’s staff.
These people are the unsung heroes of the

Association. Under the supervision of Bill
Donohue, general manager, the staff func-
tions as a team. It meets regularly to discuss
and plan the direction it needs to move to
keep the Association on track and viable.
Bill is also instrumental in the successful function-
ing of the committee structure. He attends almost
all of the committee meetings along with the Board
liaisons. As a result, the committees are not operat-
ing in a vacuum and feel more aligned with the
Board. Bill has been an employee for over a decade.
The Board’s decision to hire him for the general
manager position was the best thing the Board could
have done for the community.

Debby Padilla, recently promoted by the Board
to Office Manager, is responsible for more functions
than I can list here. But no matter how busy the
office is, she finds time to answer phone inquiries
with a quiet authority. She is a long time employee
who knows the organization well and has a special
feeling for the Eldorado community.

Bert Lysen has been the Covenant Compliance
Representative (CCR) for about a year. He came to
us with many of the skills and talents needed for the
difficult job of covenant compliance. He is fair,
friendly and firm in dealing with residents who have
covenant violations. His is not an easy job, but he

does it well and we are delighted that he is on staff.
DiAna Gutierrez has been on staff for almost a

year. Her position is staff support and she has what
it takes to do the job well. She is highly organized
and can help others become organized. She is the
first person you encounter when you enter the
Community Center. Her demeanor is always pleas-
ant and helpful.
Finally, Domenic Shorty is the new facilities

supervisor working with Ramon Dalton. Domenic
and Ramon are pleasant and always willing to help.
They have the big job of keeping our community
facilities clean, maintained and attractive. We are
happy they have joined the team and hope they are
with us for a long time.
This is too short a space to say all that I need to

say about these individuals who come together each
day to make our Association a successful organiza-
tion. All we can do is say thank you as we encounter
them and hope that they remain the team they are
for a long time to come.

—Jeanne Klein

ALL RESIDENTS wishing to use the swim-
ming pool for the 2008 season will be
required to get new pool passes because

the main computer and data base for pool access
was struck by lightning and destroyed. Anyone
who wants to use the pool needs to get a new pic-
ture ID. Please fill out the request form found in
your 2008 Annual Packet April 1 and return it in
the mail with your vote and proxy for the 2008
Annual Meeting.
Residents will need to come to the ECIA offices

to have a picture taken and a pool pass issued during
April, May and June from 8 am to 5 pm Monday

through Friday. We will also be open Saturdays in
May from 9 am to 1 pm for those of you who work
during the week. Picture taking will also be avail-
able on Eldorado Clean Up Day, April 19, from 9 am
to 1 pm. The cost will be $2 for each pool pass issued
or $3 for each pool pass with a lanyard.
If you fill out the form ahead of time, the process

should go much smoother and should not be an
inconvenience. Remember, your assessments must
be paid in full before we will issue you pool passes.
Pool passes are for family living in your home only,
not for friends or relatives.

—Bill Donohue

From left: Bert Lyson, DiAna Gutierrez, Bill Donohue, Dominic
Shorty, Debby Padilla and Ramon Dalton.
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The Good Work
I am a volunteer with CASA (Court Appointed
Special Advocate) serving the First Judicial
District, encompassing Santa Fe, Los Alamos and
Rio Arriba counties. There are about 10 CASA
volunteers who live in the Eldorado area. We rep-
resent children taken from their homes due to
neglect and abuse who have become wards of the
state Children’s Youth & Family Division
(CYFD).
We advocate for these children in and out of

the courtroom, making recommendations to a
judge about their best interests. Our relationships
center on the children and reach out to family
members, attorneys, CYFD social workers, teach-
ers, therapists and other caregivers. In an overbur-
dened court and social welfare system, CASAs pro-
vide consistency, stability and advocacy for the
child who might otherwise slip through the
cracks.
The organization needs additional volunteers

to help these kids. Some of us in the Eldorado area
would like an opportunity to take our message
and program further to entice more volunteers and
support. There is a new training course for new
volunteers beginning March 19. Interested parties
can contact me, Eleni Cahn, directly for further
information (466-1558 or elenicahn@q.com) or
contact our Executive Director Janice Quinn at
820-1500. More information is available at
www.casafirst.org.
One Writer’s Process
Vista Grande Public Library presents “The Truth
About Writing Short Stories: One Writer’s
Process” on March 20 at 7 pm. Writer Ana
Consuelo Matiella will speak about her process
of creative writing and will read from The Truth
About Alicia and Other Stories as well as from her
new work, Estampas Femeninas. Ms. Matiella was a
columnist for The Santa Fe New Mexican for 15
years, has written several books about multicul-
tural education and has been anthologized in
Walking the Twilight: Women Writers of the
Southwest. She teaches Creative Writing at Santa
Fe Community College and is working on a novel.
The library brings you this treat at no charge. For
more information, call (505) 466-READ(7323).
Pick Up! Eldorado
On April 19, the Eldorado Community
Improvement Association (ECIA) is celebrating
Earth Day in the community by asking residents
to participate in the annual Eldorado Cleanup
Day. We would like to see our residents join
together and help clean trash from along our road-
ways.

Residents can come by the clubhouse at 9:30
am to pick up bags, gloves and orange vests and
then join others to help clean our roadways. If you
do not want to meet with us at the clubhouse and
would still like to help, just let us know where
you would like to pick up trash and we will add
your road of choice to our list of covered roads.
Staff will help by picking up the bags you leave

along our main roads. Last year, with your help,
we picked up over 100 bags of trash. We hope to
do even more this year. After we finish at about
noon, we will serve hot dogs and soda at the
Community Center for all the volunteers. Please
come and meet your neighbors while doing your
community a service. For information, call
Debby at the ECIA office at 466-4248.
This year, our new pool photo ID pass system

will be at the community center during this event,
so you can “kill two birds,” as they say.
Take a Lap
On Saturday, March 15, from noon to 4 pm, the El
Dorado Elementary School’s PTA presents one of
our community’s most successful fundraising
events, the Auction de El Dorado. Now in its fifth
year, the Silent Auction at the school raises criti-
cal funds for the physical education program
because PE is not fully funded in New Mexico.
This year the El Dorado PTA needs to raise Stacy
Fulgenzi’s entire full-time salary, and we need
Eldorado’s support to ensure our children’s holis-
tic education.
Food-Fun-Fabulous Auction. This year will

feature more of Eldorado’s and Santa Fe’s best
artists than ever before. Get ready to place bids on
certificates from some of the finest restaurants,
spas, hotels and boutiques. There will be live
music and delicious food, as well as arts and crafts
for the kids.
To donate an item or professional service to the

auction, please call Luisa Bates at 466-4016. If
you would like to volunteer to work the auction or
would like to make a direct contribution, please
call Sandy Szabat at 466-6702.
Busy Bunny
Drag out those Easter baskets for Eldorado’s
Annual Easter Egg Hunt, March 22. Come rain,
sun, or snow, the Easter Bunny will have the eggs
out by 11 am on that Saturday. If you are here, you

I N T H E C OMMUN I T Y�� Moon Phases for M
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MARCH SPECIAL EVENTS
ERA T.G.I.F. Fri., Mar. 21, 5-7 pm Bruce Blossom LR
Easter Egg Hunt Sat., Mar. 22, 10 am CC

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
EAW&SD* Tues., Mar. 4, 7-9 pm 466-2411 RR
285 Coalition Wed., Mar. 4, 7-9 pm Kathy Pilnock 466-1598 CFR
Finance Committee Wed., Mar. 12, 9:30 am Dan Drobnis 466-4781 CFR
Architectural Committee Wed., Mar. 12, 7-9 pm Bill Schwent 466-7708 CFR
Board Work Study Mon., Mar. 17, 7-9 pm ECIA 466-4248 CFR
EAW&SD* Tues., Mar. 18, 7-9 pm 466-2411 RR
ECIA Board Thurs., Mar. 20, 7-9 pm ECIA 466-4248 CR
Information Committee Mon., Mar. 24, 7-8 pm Ken McPherson 629-9028 F
Stable Committee Tues., Mar. 25, 7-9 pm Tommie Brasel LR
Architectural Committee Wed., Mar. 26, 7-9 pm Bill Schwent 466-7708 CFR

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Book Club Sat., Mar. 8, 9-10:30 am Joan Lamarque 466-6000
La Canada Wireless Mon., Mar. 10, 7-9 lcwireless.org Library
Shakespeare Group Tues., Mar. 11, 2-4 pm Mary Denison 466-6657 CFR
Search & Rescue Thurs., Mar. 13, 7-9 pm Dave Burdett 466-9765 LR
League of Women Voters Sat., Mar. 15, 10-11 am LR
Roadrunners RV Club Tues., Mar. 18, 6 pm Beverly Cottingham 466-4655 Fire
Library Book Group 3rd Mon., 7-9 pm Shelley Moore 466-9636 VGPL
Venturing Crew 414 2nd & 4th Wed., 7-9 pm Vera Hayduk 466-1726 C
Cub Scout Pack 414 4th Tues., 7-9 pm Ty Ransdell 466-2579 Sm Gym
MOMS Club Last Fri. of month Mandie Rippy 795-4086
Bird Walk 1st Sat., 8:30 am Ron Duffy 466-6398
Conserv. Comm. Hike 3rd Sat. of month Eleanor Gossen 466-1949
EACA Meeting Last Thurs. of month 466-6245 Fire

WEEKLY MEETINGS
AA Tues., 5:30-6:50 pm LR
AA Wed., 10:30-11:30 am RR
AA Thurs., 6-7 pm CFR
AA Fri., 6-7 pm CFR
AA Sat., 10:45-11:45 am CFR
AA Sun., 5:15-6:15 pm CFR
Al-Anon Thurs., 7-8:30 pm LR
Boy Scout Troop 414 Wed., 7-9 pm Paul Tuck 466-4815 RR
Men’s Bridge Tues., 6:30-9 pm F
Bridge 1st & 3rd Fri., 1-4:30 pm CR, LR
Bridge 2vd & 4th Fri., 1-4:30 pm Pat Lavengood 466-9765 CR, LR
Bridge Wed., 9-noon Nancy Rost 466-2832 LR
Bridge Mon., Mar. 3, 1-4 pm LR
Bridge Mon., Mar. 17, 1-4 pm LR
Community Band Thurs., 6-8 pm Joel Hopko 466-8412
Fire & Rescue Training Wed., 7-9 pm Fire Station Office 466-1204 Station
Fire & Rescue Work Duty Sat., Call for time Fire Station Office 466-1204 Station
Senior Lunch** M, W & F, 12-1 pm Senior Center 466-1039
Knitting Club Tues., 10 am-noon Joyce Hanmer 466-3018 LR
Figure Drawing Mon., 10 am-noon Neil O’Brien 577-2043 RR
Adult Volleyball Wed., 7-9 pm Arlene Mayer 466-6641 School
*Eldorado Area Water and Sanitation District **Reservations Required

March EventsMarch Events
Left out? Help us compile a comprehensive events listing.
Email info@eldoradocommunity.org with your meeting/event information, or bring it to the
ECIA office by the 8th of the month for publication in the following month’s Vistas.
Please include “Attn: Vistas” and be sure to indicate:

1. Type of Event 4. A Resource Person (one who can answer
2. Location questions both about the event and the sponsoring
3. Date & Time organization) and his/her telephone number.
Photographs (digital or snapshots) are encouraged!
Note: All meetings are at the Community Center, unless otherwise noted.

LR=Living Room, F=Foyer, CFR=Conference Room, CR=Class Room, RR=Railroad, K=Kitchen

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.eldoradocommunity.org

March

MARCH 2008 5

can join in on the fun, usually about
11:15 am (we wait for stragglers).
If you would like to contribute the
necessary supplies, you are welcome to,
or just join in on the fun. We at the
Easter Bunny Headquarters can handle
all the necessary arrangements.
Call Debby at 466-4248, with any
questions.

Cepheids are yellow giant or
supergiant pulsating variable stars,
named cepheids because the first of the
type to be discovered was delta cephei.

During the pulsating period of their
lives, these stars may change in size as
much as 30 percent.

A typical cepheid would have a surface
temperature varying between 6,000 and
7,500 degrees kelvin, and an absolute
luminosity ten thousand times that of the
sun.

—Juan Alvarez
Jalva88610@aol.com

Protect our night skies; keep outside
lights low or off when not needed.

AASSTTRROONNOOMMYY
CCoorrnneerr
CCEEPPHHEEIIDDSS
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HELLO NEIGHBORS,

THE TOPIC OF PLANTING a “Peace
Pole” in the area of the newly renovated
patio at the Community Center has come to

the Board’s attention and we would
like your input. If you aren’t sure what
a Peace Pole is, read on.
The Peace Pole project was started

by the World Peace Society, a nonprof-
it, member-supported, nonsectarian
organization dedicated to uniting peo-
ple across the world through the uni-
versal saying, “May peace prevail on
earth.”
Founded in Japan in 1955 by

Masahisa Goi, the World Peace Society
has its world headquarters in New York
and is recognized as a nongovernmental
organization with the Department of
Public Information at the United
Nations.
To date, more than 200,000 Peace

Poles have been dedicated in over 190
countries around the world. Peace Poles
can be found in town squares, city
halls, schools, places of worship, parks,
and gardens—any place where the spir-
it of peace is embraced by people of
good will. More information can be
found at www.peacepoles.com.

The definition of peace:
� Freedom from war or stopping a war
� A treaty or agreement to end war or the threat
of war

� Freedom from public disturbance or disorder
� Freedom from disagreement or quarrels
� An undisturbed state of mind
� Calm, quiet, tranquility
What is the ECIA looking for? First, it would

like to get your feedback on the possibility of “plant-
ing” a Peace Pole and, second, we hope someone in
our small, forward-thinking artistic community will
rise to the challenge of designing our very own
Eldorado Peace Pole.
Thank you for your time. I look forward to hear-

ing your comments and suggestions. I will compile
all feedback and report the results to the ECIA
Board. After the Board has reviewed all documenta-
tion, I will email everyone who responded and I will
write a follow-up letter discussing the status of the
Peace Pole feedback in the April issue of Vistas.
Please email me at tom@miller91.com

—Tom Miller
ECIA Board Member
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An Invitation

APARTIAL LOAF is better than no loaf…As
we live and, in some cases, slog, through the
2007-2008 winter season, many of you

have the opportunity to become deeply re-
acquainted with your local mud hole…er, road.
While it is easy to condemn the whole road as
being unfit for human traversing, quite often it is
just one small stretch of road that is the source of
the expletives. 
We want to know about roads that are hazardous

when muddy. But to increase the likelihood of reme-
dial correction, it is important to identify short seg-
ments that are the biggest culprits. It is more prob-
able that the county will come out with a load of
gravel to cover an individual spot problem area than
to try to address an entire road. So a range of house
numbers or an estimated length from a defined start-
ing point in a defined direction will be helpful in
getting some attention. Use the Road Problem
Report form on www.eldoradocommunity.org to
report your sticky situations.  

Volume matters…The Road Committee has
begun deliberations about dirt roads where traffic
volumes may warrant chip sealing to extend the use-
ful life of the road surface. This is a process in its
beginning stages. More on this in the coming
months.

—Nolan Zisman, Chair
ECIA Road Committee

At the Crossroads

The deadline for
Association dues is March 1.

Mark March 22 on your
calendar for the Eldorado Easter
Egg Hunt. It begins at 11 am at

the Community Center.

A Peace Pole example.
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IF YOU HAVE A BIRDHOUSE in your
yard, your good intentions in attempting to
provide birds with a place to nest should be

applauded. But many nature lovers don’t realize
that by allowing a birdhouse to stand unmonitored,
they are indirectly harming the very birds the
house was meant to benefit by providing a breed-
ing ground for the worst enemy of Bluebirds
(besides free roaming house cats)—the House
Sparrow (not House Finches or native sparrow
songbirds).
The once common Bluebird underwent a dramat-

ic decline during the 1900s. A major cause was the
introduction of the House (English) Sparrow from
Europe in the 1850s. House Sparrow populations
exploded. They are harmful to native species such as
Bluebirds, Purple Martins, Chickadees, and Tree
Swallows, making it virtually impossible for these
species to nest successfully. 
House Sparrows are quickly making their way

into Eldorado as more and more of us are feeding
birds. Please do not put out bread or cheaper bird-
seed blends that contain mostly millet and cracked
corn; House Sparrows love this seed. Thistle, black

oil sunflower, and safflower seeds discourage House
Sparrows but are enjoyed by our native birds. 
House Sparrows are persistent, aggressive and

destructive predators. They may destroy eggs, kill
nestlings and kill adult birds caught inside the nest-
box, often building their nest on top of the corpse.
(Some of us in Eldorado have already seen these
things.) It is better to have no nestbox up at all than
to allow House Sparrows to reproduce in one.        
If you don’t have the interest or time to properly

monitor your nestboxes, please take them down or
place a 11/8 inch-diameter hole reducer plate over the
hole on your nestbox and it will only allow our small
native birds to enter to reproduce. 
Please email me, Claudia Daigle at

EnchantedBluebird@comcast.net if you’d like to
learn to monitor nestboxes, to find hole reducer
plates, or to ask any questions about bluebirding.
See www.sialis.org/hospphotos.html for pictures of
the House Sparrow. Thank you so much!

—Claudia Daigle

Save Our Bluebirds

THIS ARTICLE is the second in what we
hope will be a regular monthly Vistas’ fea-
ture to give you news of plans and events

around our community. A mission of the Eldorado
Residents’ Association (ERA) is to promote events
that create a sense of community for the enjoyment
of everyone living in Eldorado.
The ERA Board of Directors is now complete

with the addition of Bill Dunning and Craig
Hansen. Bill, a.k.a. Papa Noel, with past experience
in KFSR management will spearhead our efforts to
establish our own community low power FM sta-
tion. Craig, a schoolteacher, heads the Public Affairs
Committee and will be planning the two Candidate
Forums scheduled for this important election year.
We held our first annual community dance and

benefit for El Dorado Elementary School’s P.E. pro-
gram in February. Jackie Camborde of Santé and
Sandy Szabat, the PTA President, organized the
affair, and Marilyn Farrell, ERA Social Committee
Chair, provided the refreshments. Also last month,
Ron Dans of Puppet’s Revenge, along with mem-
bers of the Eldorado Performing Arts Association,
staged the first in a “Series of Soirees” at the Depot
in support of our local performing artists.
By now you must have received the El Dorado

Fire and Rescue Service’s (EFRS) appeal for volun-
teers and donations. Our professional volunteers are
ranked first in the state and as such, save us money
on homeowner’s insurance. Past response to this
EFRS mailing has been 15 percent to 17 percent.
Chief Guy Monroe and his EFRS volunteers are
doing a great job for us and deserve 100 percent of
our support. Respond with a $25-or-more  donation.

Frank Schober, the ERA Emergency Planning
Committee Chair, is working with Chief Monroe to
set up an Eldorado Area Emergency Operations
Annex in conjunction with the County EOC. Over
50 local organizations, homeowners associations and
businesses will be involved. This effort should help
bring new volunteers to our EFRS and make us bet-
ter prepared for emergencies, such as last year’s heavy
snowfall.
If you live in Eldorado, you are a member of the

ERA and are encouraged to join in the events, TGIF
receptions and Quarterly Meetings. See your
Eldorado 2008 Calendar listings or go to
www.eldoradresidents.org now under construction
for all the latest events.

—Bruce Blossman
ERA Board President

Your ERA
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Mailbox bashings continue to be a problem in Eldorado.
Unfortunately, it is not merely a nasty prank, but a violation
of Federal law. Once caught and convicted, a perpetrator may
be barred from certain employment and has a lifetime of
explaining to do on any job application that requires
disclosure of convictions or a criminal background check.

Other property crimes also occur. Home burglaries continue to
be a problem, and on a recent Saturday there were four auto
burglaries in Eldorado: on Floresta Road, Esquina Road, Tarro
Road and Jornada Loop.

If you are the victim of a crime, no matter how petty, please
do your neighbors a favor by reporting it to the county
sheriff’s non-emergency number, 428-3720. The sheriff has
publicly stated that Eldorado is a low crime area and enjoys[!]
a low priority for regular patrols. He will continue to believe
this if crimes are seriously underreported.

Also be aware of unusual activity in your neighborhood, and
report it to your Neighborhood Watch block captain or to NW co-chair Mary Uhl,
maryuhl@hotmail.com.

No block captain? Contact Mary to learn how to organize your neighborhood and make it that much
less friendly to petty or serious mischief.

—Dan Drobnis

Security 204-2945
Sheriff 428-3720

Crime Stoppers 955-5050
Pushing Back on Vandalism
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