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SANTA FE POSTMASTER Ruben Romero,
who began his career by delivering mail to
Eldorado, has made it clear to Eldorado resi-

dents that concerns about poor mail service in the
community have been addressed and said the open-
ing of an area station of the U.S. Postal Service is
under consideration.
Mr. Romero made the comments during a June

26 meeting with residents at the Community Center
that was chaired by John Matis, who serves on the
board of the Eldorado Residents Association and is a
member of the local U.S. Postal Service Advisory
Panel.
Complaints and problems were quickly voiced by

many at the meeting. Chief among these were issues
relating to slow mail deliveries, misdirected mail
and the difficulty of getting the postal service to
respond to written or in-person “hold mail”
requests. In response, Mr. Romero indicated that he
and his staff had made personnel and procedural
changes that will greatly reduce what he referred to
as instances of customer service “issues.”
To report problems regarding mail delivery, such

as misdirected mail, he asked residents to call 424-
1046. This number is answered by a postal employ-
ee Monday through Friday, from 8 am to 5 pm. For
what he called “unanswered major issues” regarding
their postal service, he asked residents to call the
Santa Fe office’s main number at 988-6354.
Mr. Romero diplomatically pointed out that

some problems with poor postal service result from
incomplete addresses, packages improperly prepared
for mailing and mailboxes that are obstructed or
without proper numbers. One resident at the meet-
ing, in an aside to the person sitting next to him,
said, “Pity a new carrier on a route here with a poor-
ly addressed letter wondering if it should go to an
address on Verano Loop, Court, Way, Lane, Place or
Road.”
Mr. Romero indicated that some plans for

improving mail service in the Eldorado area are in
the request and discussion phase. With support from
his district supervisors, he may get money for a car-

rier station in the local ZIP code area – 87508 – that
would speed mail and provide a more accessible area
for residents to send and pick up packages. A sepa-
rate project close to the construction phase is a
secure mail drop-off box near the Vista Grande
Public Library that is safely accessible to both
motorists and pedestrians.
A suggestion by Mr. Romero to reduce the num-

ber of individual mail boxes and distributing mail to
secure neighborhood group boxes met with mixed
reviews. While some liked the idea, others expressed
concern that package delivery might be complicated
by the installation of such boxes. Others opposed the
idea because they like having individual mailboxes
adjacent to their homes.
In answer to several complaints concerning diffi-

culties with the “hold mail” system, residents were
asked to call 1-800-275-8777 for all “hold-mail”
orders. The Internet also can be used to ask the
postal service to hold mail for the period a resident
will be away from a home or business; The Web site
also offers other useful services, including letter and
package postage that can be printed online and paid
for with a credit card and the scheduling of package
pickup at home or business. The Web address is

www.usps.com.
—Frank Schober
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Five Pacific Lighthouses
are honored on stamps
for their historic role in
guiding vessels safely
through perilous
waters.



RAY NICHOLS IS BEAMING, and his
smile is solar-powered. A former president
of the Eldorado Area Water and Sanitation

District, Ray is now the owner and operator of a
roof-mounted solar generating system that feeds
electricity back to the Public Service Company of
New Mexico when the sun is shining.
Ray’s system was installed by Positive Energy in

Santa Fe and uses the PNM electric utility grid as a
giant “electron bank,” sending excess energy to his
neighbors and crediting his PNM account during
the day. His solar array provides a peak power out-
put of 1,950 watts and is expected to produce about
3100 kWh annually—worth from $250 to $400. At
night or on dark days, he draws power from PNM
just like the rest of us.
Ray’s interest in electrical energy stems from his

degree in electrical engineering from the University
of Colorado and a lifelong career in electronics with
Bell Labs and the now-defunct Western Electric Co..
He helped develop sonar equipment that was
deployed across the Pacific, and during the 1960s,
worked on analog computers—long before the digi-
tal variety took over.
Ray comments that he does not expect his solar

array to save him money overall but does expect to
help the environment by reducing the fuel burned
and CO2 emitted by PNM power plants. “This is

state-of-the-art equipment from Oregon—the solar
equivalent of Silicon Valley,” he said. “And the best
feature is that the only moving part is the electric
meter on the house—running backwards.”

—Dan Drobnis

DON’T BE A DUST DEVIL: Now that
our dirt roads are fairly well dried out
from all the winter and spring precipita-

tion, it doesn’t take much speed to create clouds of
dust—even at the 25 mph speed limit or slower.
With the warm weather and open windows, it’s the
time of year for more frequent dusting and vacu-
uming. So please be considerate of your neighbors,
and hope they’ll do the same, by observing our
speed limits.
County Road Work—Good News/Bad News:

If you haven’t had a chance to drive Alondra or
Gavilan roads or Encantado Loop, you haven’t seen
or felt what new base course can do to improve the
quality of our dirt roads. This work was completed
during spring. Encantado Loop will receive chip seal
paving in the near future. Several other Eldorado
roads were scheduled for either new base course or
chip seal during fiscal year 2007. This work has been
put on hold by the county while it seeks the funding
to complete the work. The original plan was to pay
for this work from a bond issue approved by voters

in 2003. But that bond issue was to cover “public
works projects,” which included other work besides
road improvements. Unfortunately, there have been
cost overruns on some of those other projects, chiefly
because of unplanned material cost increases and
weather-related delays. As a result many county
roads that were to have been rebuilt were affected.
The county is looking for funding sources to com-
plete this work. The county has also graded some of
the other badly rutted or washboarded roads in the
past few weeks, so many are in better shape than any
time previously this year. We will still have an issue
with mud on some of our roads until we can get a
more permanent solution.
Downed Street Signs: You may have noticed

that downed street signs have not been replaced as
quickly as in the past. This is due to staffing issues
in the county’s sign department. The county has a
complete list of Eldorado’s downed signs and will
endeavor to get to them as quickly as is practical.

—Nolan Zisman, ECIA Road Committee Chair

Editorial
Policy

Vistas invites opinions,
ideas, stories, photos, and
art from the community at
large. Please include
contact numbers for fact
checking purposes. The
newsletter will not
publish unsigned letters
or material deemed
inflammatory. Material
will be printed at the
discretion of the
editors. Letters over 150
words will be edited for
fit. Community
announcements are
welcome; accompanying
photos are welcome, too.
Deadline: Newsletter
deadline is the 3rd day of
each month. Submissions
can be dropped off or
mailed to the ECIA office or
emailed to
info@eldoradocommunity.
org. Please include “Attn:
Vistas” in your message.

Mission
Statement

The mission of Vistas, the
monthly newsletter of the
ECIA, is to inform the
Eldorado community
about issues before the
ECIA Board and the
membership at large. By
so doing, the publication
seeks to foster increased
neighborhood pride and
community participation
in the decision making
process.

��

Share your
comments
with us!

For policy and
deadline, see

below
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Where the Sun Does Shine

At the Crossroads

Ray Nichols visits the “energy farm” on the roof
of his house. The solar panels have an expected
life of 20 years or more.

Photo by Dan Drobnis
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A Man in Charge

An Unexpected Beauty

BRUCE BLOSSMAN, who island-hopped
in the Caribbean for eight years, lived in
the Arab world for 11 years and was a one-

time mayor of a rough-and-tumble Texas coastal
town, is now the president of the Eldorado
Residents Association.
“I consider myself more of a facilitator than a

leader—facilitating the bringing together of
resources, both human and physical,” Bruce said
during an interview at his home on Verano Loop.
He doesn’t view the ERA as competing with the

Eldorado Community Improvement Association.
The ECIA sets the rules for Eldorado residents.
“The ECIA does administrative work and the

ERA represents the people [with the county] and
sets up forums and supports organizations and
events,” Bruce said. “I really feel like there is a need
for both organizations.”
The ECIA is not permitted to get involved in

county politics.
An architectural engineer and consultant until he

retired at 58 to sail the Caribbean, Bruce has lots of
ideas about things he wants to get done for Eldorado
during his one-year term that began in April.
It was ideas that provoked him to run for mayor

of Clear Lake Shores, Texas,
pop. 900. He was mayor
from 1975 to 1977 and
served another 10 years on
the city council. The town,
now a gentrified yacht
haven, is between Houston
and Galveston.
Before that, he lived in

Jordan for five years as an
architectural consultant and
served for six years in Tunisia
as a Peace Corps volunteer.
Bruce, who has lived in New Mexico since 2000,

wants to get county sheriffs to patrol in Eldorado, to
persuade Santa Fe County to set up a service center
in Eldorado and to involve more people in crime-
fighting.
“The ERA is doing a great job representing the

people,” said ECIA General Manager Bill Donohue.
“Bruce has brought a new interest in the group. I
would think his having been mayor helps because he
was in touch with the people. He wants to have good
communication with the ECIA.”

—Richard C. Gross

IN OUR DRY COUNTRY I didn’t expect to
see the Bullock’s Oriole (BO), but our small
birding group spotted one in the tall trees near

the ECIA center in early June. This medium-sized
bird (nine inches long with a 12-inch wingspan)
has a short, square tail and straight bill. The male
is brilliantly colored, with a bright orange body,
black on top of his head and upper body, a black eye
line, black chin and throat patch, black tail edge
and black wings with a conspicuous white patch.
The female and first-year male are a paler orange
with some gray on the breast. They are summer res-
idents of the Western U.S. BOs leave their breed-
ing area to molt in the desert southwest and con-
tinue on to Central America in the fall. A similar
bird, the Baltimore Oriole, is found in the eastern
U.S., and apparently a confusing array of plumages
results where the two species meet and interbreed.
Previously, the BO and the Baltimore Oriole were
combined as one species, the Northern Oriole.
Recent genetic studies suggest that Bullock’s and
Baltimore orioles are not even each other’s closest
relatives. Orioles are grouped with blackbirds and
meadowlarks (family Icteridae).

BOs tend to
forage mostly in
trees and inhab-
it open wood-
lands and ripar-
ian forests.
Their food is
mostly insects. But orioles will sip nectar (even from
hummingbird feeders), and special feeders can be
found for them. They also like suet, jelly, orange
halves and raisins. They have strong legs for grip-
ping, allowing them to acrobatically hang from
branches while reaching for prey.
BOs are monogamous (within one breeding season).

Males court with bows, spread wings and tail.
Probably the female does most of the nest building—
a wondrous pendulous creation of a drop-like shape,
hanging from a branch, made up of woven plant fiber
strips and sturdy grasses, lined with fine grass and hair.
A new nest is made every year and takes five to 15 days
to build. Four or five eggs hatch in 12 to 14 days. The
helpless young fledge in 12 to 14 days. The female
does the incubation. Both parents raise the young.

—Pam Henline

Bruce Blossman at
the ERA’s Santa
visit last Christmas.
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Skimming the Cream

The Vista Grande Public Library (VGPL) is serv-
ing the 8th Annual Ice Cream Social & Silent
Auction on August 26, from 1 to 5 pm at the
Community Center. The ice cream is “all you can
eat,” and the auction items are “all you can buy.”
This year, the VGPL will auction off a great
assortment of gift baskets, gift certificates, servic-
es, art and more.
There will be entertainment for young and old.

Tickets are $6 (children four and under are free),
and can be purchased in advance at the library or
purchased at the auction. For further information,
visit www.vglibrary.org or call 466-7323.

Open and On Display

The El Dorado Fire and Rescue Service (EFRS)
will host its annual open house and barbecue on
Sunday, September 16, from noon to 5 pm at the
main fire station at 144 Avenida Vista Grande,
between Avenida Torreon and Avenida Del Monte
Alto. Parking is not available at the fire station
because of limited space, so please plan to park at
the El Dorado Elementary School and walk the
short distance to Station 1.
The event will include hot dogs, hamburgers

and other delicious food as well as activities and
handouts for children. Music will be provided by
Bill Hearne’s Roadhouse Revue. Visitors will have
the chance to examine all of the equipment oper-
ated and maintained by EFRS and to speak with
firefighters and emergency medical technicians
about the services they provide. This is a great
opportunity to meet your neighbors and partici-
pate in a community event with a group of volun-
teers who provide public safety services all year
long. We hope to see you on September 16.

Book Reading

Johnny Boggs, Western writer and Eldorado res-
ident, will share his newest book with us on
Thursday, August 16, at 7 pm at the Vista Grande
Public Library.

Northfield: A Western Story, released in June, is
a fictional account of the failed 1876 raid by the
James-Younger Gang against the First National
Bank of Northfield (Minnesota). The story of the
Great Northfield Raid is told by the people who
were directly involved, both members of the gang
and townspeople.

Johnny will read portions of the book and relate
the research he did to create the setting and char-
acters. He will also have copies available for book
signing. This book is already winning the atten-
tion of readers and Western history associations.

Other Boggs’ books have won the Spur Award
from the Western Writers of America and the
Western Heritage Wrangler Award. We wish
Northfield similar success, and we look forward to
celebrating together on August 16.
A listing of other books by Johnny D. Boggs is

included in Neighbors in Print, on the Vista
Grande Public Library website
(www.vglibrary.org). For more information see
www.johnnydboggs.com.

Senior ID Cards

Santa Fe Senior Services will have a representative
at the Ken and Patty Adam Senior Center on
August 22, from 11 am to 1 pm to register seniors
and provide them with a senior identity card for
use in any senior center in Santa Fe County. The
photo ID costs $2. The Adam center is open to
any seniors 60 and older who live in one of the
communities of the southeast sector of Santa Fe
County. Note: If you have a current senior card,
there is no need to re-register.
The Adam Senior Center is open Monday,

Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 2 pm under
the supervision of local volunteers. Lunch is served
from noon to 1 pm at a cost of $1.50. Programs
that are available are chair yoga, tai chi, pottery,
weaving, informal card games and the use of two
pool tables. Call 466-1039 for further details of
programs and their times.

Your Photos Needed

Once again we are going to substitute a 2008
Eldorado calendar for the December edition of
Vistas. This will be a full-color calendar of local
scenes, and will include photos from Eldorado res-
idents and notices of Eldorado events. We need
photos from the Eldorado area (by pros or ama-
teurs). We need releases if any people are in the
photos. If you would like to donate one or more
photographs and see your credit on the calendar,
please take your digitized photo(s) to the ECIA
offices and give them to Debby. We need 300 dpi
and a physical size of 11 x 9.5 to fit the calendar’s
dimensions. The Information Committee will
select the photos that we include in the calendar.
Call Ken McPherson with any questions at
310-1120.

I N T H E C OMMUN I T Y�� Moon Phases for Au
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Last year’s EFRS Open House
and BBQ.



AUGUST SPECIAL EVENTS
Ice Cream Soc. & Auction Sun., Aug. 26 Community Center

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
285 Coalition Wed., Aug. 1, 7-9 pm Kathy Pilnock 466-1598 CR
Road Committee Mon., Aug. 6, 6-7 pm Nolan Zisman 466-2968 CFR
EAW&SD* Tues., Aug. 7, 7-9 pm 466-2411 CFR
Finance Committee Wed., Aug. 8, 9:30-noon Dan Drobnis 466-4781 CFR
Architectural Committee Wed., Aug. 8, 7-9 pm Bill Schwent 466-7708 CFR
Board Work Study Mon., Aug. 13, 7-9 pm ECIA 466-4248 CFR
ECIA Board Thurs., Aug. 16, 7-9 pm ECIA 466-4248 CR
Information Committee Mon., Aug. 20, 7-8 pm Ken McPherson 310-1120 F
EAW&SD* Tues., Aug. 21, 7-9 pm 466-2411 LR
Architectural Committee Wed., Aug. 22, 7-9 pm Bill Schwent 466-7708 CFR
Stable Committee Tues., Aug. 28, 7-9 pm Tommie Brasel CFR

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Book Club Sat., Aug. 11, 9-10:30 am Joan Lamarque 466-6000
Library Book Group 3rd Mon., 7-9 pm Shelley Moore 466-9636 VGPL
Search & Rescue Thurs., Aug. 9, 7-9 pm Dave Burdett 466-9765 CR
Venturing Crew 414 2nd & 4th Wed., 7-9 pm Vera Hayduk 466-1726 C
Cub Scout Pack 414 4th Tues., 7-9 pm Ty Ransdell 466-2579 Sm Gym
La Canada Wireless Mon., Aug. 13, 7-9 lcwireless.org LR
MOMS Club Last Fri. of month Nichole Anaya 466-2590
Shakespeare Group Tues., Aug. 21, 2-4:30 pm Mary Denison 466-6657 CFR
Bird Walk 1st Sat., 8:30 am Ron Duffy 982-2890
Conserv. Comm. Hike 3rd Sat. of month Eleanor Gossen 466-1949
League of Women Voters Sat., Aug. 25, 10-11 am LR
Arts and Crafts Assoc Last Thurs., 7 pm Janet Amtmann 466-6245 Station

WEEKLY MEETINGS
AA Tues., 5:30-6:50 pm LR
AA Wed., 10:30-11:30 am RR
AA Fri., 6-7 pm CFR
AA Sat., 10:45-11:45 am CFR
AA Sun., 5:15-6:15 pm CFR
AA Thurs., 6-7 pm CFR
Al-Anon Thurs., 7:15-8 pm LR
Boy Scout Troop 414 Wed., 7-9 pm Paul Tuck 466-4815 RR
Men’s Bridge Tues., 6:30-9 pm F
Bridge 1st & 3rd Fri., 1-4:30 pm CR, LR
Bridge 2vd & 4th Fri., 1-4:30 pm Pat Lavengood 466-9765 CR, LR
Bridge Wed., 9-noon Nancy Rost 466-2832 LR
Community Band Thurs., 6-8 pm Joel Hopko 466-8412
Fire & Rescue Training Wed., 7-9 pm Fire Station Office 466-1204 Station
Fire & Rescue Work Duty Sat., Call for time Fire Station Office 466-1204 Station
Senior Lunch** Wed., 12-1 pm Senior Center 466-1039
Knitting Club Tues., 10 am-noon Joyce Hanmer 466-3018 LR
Adult Volleyball Wed., 7-9 pm Arlene Mayer 466-6641 School
Eldorado Bus. Dev. Grp. Thurs., 8-9 am Richard Anderson 670-9293 CFR
*Eldorado Area Water and Sanitation District **Reservations Required

August EventsAugust Events
Left out? Help us compile a comprehensive events listing.
Email info@eldoradocommunity.org with your meeting/event information, or bring it to the
ECIA office by the 8th of the month for publication in the following month’s Vistas.
Please include “Attn: Vistas” and be sure to indicate:

1. Type of Event 4. A Resource Person (one who can answer
2. Location questions both about the event and the sponsoring
3. Date & Time organization) and his/her telephone number.
Photographs (digital or snapshots) are encouraged!
Note: All meetings are at the Community Center, unless otherwise noted.

LR=Living Room, F=Foyer, CFR=Conference Room, CR=Class Room, RR=Railroad, K=Kitchen

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.eldoradocommunity.org

ugust

An eclipse is a passage of one body
through the shadow cast by another. An
occultation is when one body is obscured
by another—in other words, when a
distant object is hidden by a nearer one.
A lunar eclipse, in which the moon
passes though Earth’s shadow, is a good
example. But strictly speaking, a solar
eclipse is an occultation, and the moon’s
shadow covers only a relatively small
part of the Earth’s surface.

August Sky:
Venus, visible in the morning sky by

the third week of August; Jupiter, the
only planet in the night sky, looks
impressive in a telescope by the end of
the month; Mars, the Hyades cluster in
Taurus. Finally, the Perseid meteor
shower peaks in the pre-dawn hours of
August 13.

Next Time: Free fall

—Juan Alvarez
Jalva88610@aol.com

Protect our night skies; keep outside
lights low or off when not needed.

AUGUST 2007 5

AASSTTRROONNOOMMYY
CCoorrnneerr

DDIIDD  YYOOUU  SSAAYY  EECCLLIIPPSSEE  
OORR  OOCCCCUULLTTAATTIIOONN??



��E C I A  B U S I N E S S

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article II of the Declaration of
Covenants, Eldorado Community Improvement Association, Inc.,
and Article X, Section 1 of the Bylaws of the Association, the
Association has the authority to adopt and publish rules and
regulations regarding the use of the Common Properties of the
Association; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article II, Section 11 of the
Declaration of Covenants, Eldorado Community Improvement
Association, Inc., “at all times, dogs must be kept, restrained and
controlled by their owners in the manner described in Santa Fe
Animal Control Ordinance”; and 

WHEREAS, to promote the recreation, health, safety and
welfare of the residents and owners of properties in Eldorado at
Santa Fe and the use and enjoyment of the Common Properties, the
Board of Directors finds it necessary to further define the meaning
of control and of responsible dog ownership in Eldorado at Santa
Fe; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors desires to adopt a
mandatory policy, rule and regulation of the Association reflecting
the foregoing findings; and

WHEREAS, the Association’s Common Properties consist of
the following:
1. Community Center Property
2. Athletic and Sport Fields
3. Stable Area
4. Greenbelts
5. Wilderness Preserve Area
6. Compadres Park
7. Bike Paths
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT it is

mandatory policy, rule and regulation of the Association that dog
owners and handlers have all dogs on leash and under complete
physical control (not voice control) at all times on the following
Common Properties belonging to the Association:
1. Community Center Property
2. Athletic and Sport Fields
3. Compadres Park
4. Bike Paths
5. Anywhere a leash sign is posted
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association adopts

the following rules of responsible dog ownership to protect people,
dogs, and wildlife in Eldorado’s Wilderness Preserve Area and
Greenbelts. 

Dog owners and handlers must:
1. Always restrain dogs with a leash, or by other physical

means when approaching, or when in the presence of, other people.
2. Always have dogs on lead if they do not respond

immediately to voice command. A dog is considered under voice
control if the dog always returns promptly to its owner’s side on the
first call. 
3. Carry one leash for each dog.
4. Yield the right of way to other people, including

bicyclists, equestrians, walkers and joggers by standing to the side
of the trail, and holding dogs under control.
5. Have off-leash dogs within sight at all times, and close

enough that dogs can quickly and immediately be recalled when
approaching other people and wildlife. When trees or terrain
obscure the line of sight along the trail, dog owners will keep their
dogs close at hand, within 5-10 feet, to prevent unexpected
encounters with other people.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association adopts
these additional rules of responsible dog ownership in Eldorado: 
1. Do not allow any animals to persistently or continuously

bark, howl or otherwise disturb the peace and quiet of the residents
of Eldorado.
2. Never allow dogs to trespass on private property. 
3. Always restrain pets from chasing wildlife.
4. Pick up after dogs and dispose of pet waste properly.
5. Yield the right of way to other people, including bicyclists

and joggers by standing aside and holding dogs under control.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association will

support an ongoing community education program to stress the
importance of this policy, rule and regulation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association will
actively hold members and guests accountable to honor this policy,
rule and regulation; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ECIA will support
Santa Fe County in the enforcement of the Santa Fe County Animal
Control Ordinance in Eldorado. The Association will actively hold
dog owners and handlers in Eldorado accountable to honor the
rules and regulations set forth in the Eldorado Responsible Dog
Ownership Policy; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association is of the
opinion that the foregoing is an important policy, rule and
regulation to enforce for the health, safety and welfare of the
residents of Eldorado at Santa Fe.

6 ELDORADO VISTAS

THE AD-HOC ECIA COMMITTEE, focused on creating and implementing a “Responsible Dog Ownership” policy, has
provided the draft policy to the Board. This policy has been reviewed by the ECIA Board and is published below for
Eldorado residents’ review and comment. This policy will be discussed and voted upon by the Board at our next ECIA Board

meeting at 7 pm, August 16, 2007 at the Community Center. All residents are welcome to join us at the meeting and share your
comments in the Open Forum portion of the meeting. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

ELDORADO COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.
TITLE:  ELDORADO RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERSHIP POLICY

Eldorado Responsible Dog Ownership Policy
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New Stop
Sign

In case you
haven’t

noticed—and
apparently

some haven’t—
there is a new
four-way Stop
Sign at the
corner of
Avenida

Eldorado and
Avenida
Torreon. 

FOR YEARS I HAVE THOUGHT about
starting a Neighborhood Watch (NW) block
at the lower end of Verano Loop, where I live

with my husband Thom. Or, should I say, for years
I have been avoiding the idea. NW Committee
chair Marilyn Walker has asked me a few times and
recently Bruce Blossman approached me. “Bruce, I
am in the process of cutting back on volunteer
work,” I told him, “not increasing it. These volun-
teer commitments take too much time!” (I just fin-
ished a term as VP of the Santa Fe Macintosh User
Group.) Bruce said, “Maybe you make them take
too much time.” Hmmm... He had a point. And it
wasn’t like I had been devoting tons of time as a
volunteer, it’s just that my work load was so high
that anything extra felt like overload.
A few days later I met MarilynWalker for a quick

meal at Copa de Oro while we reviewed the steps in
starting a NW block. On the Saturday before July 4
I printed an invitation to our neighbors and went
knocking on doors. Almost everyone was home. I
have to say that this was a fun way to spend a
Saturday morning. We all agreed to get together at
our place on the 4th for a potluck. What a treat!
Sitting in our courtyard suddenly were neighbors
I’ve seen only peripherally since moving to Eldorado
from town in 1999, and neighbors who are friends,
all having a great time! I collected everyone’s contact
information, including email.
One of our neighbors, Kathryn Hamilton,

couldn’t make it to the party. We spoke a few days
later and she mentioned that she had some bird
cages she wished she didn’t have to take on her
upcoming move…
The next morning, sometime before 7 am, I

heard a woman’s voice outside my window. It was
Kitty Wood from the upper part of the loop. She
clutched a parakeet that busily nipped at her hands.
She said she found him perched in a young elm at
the end of our driveway while she was walking
around the loop. When she approached, the bird let
her pick him up! We placed him in a basket, using
an oil painting as a lid, and put him in my office.
Kitty came back later with some food which I set in
the basket along with some water. Getting my first
good look at the bird, I was completely entranced.
“What gorgeous jade green markings,” I thought,
harboring a silent hope that we wouldn’t find the
owners. I called Kathryn and she offered me a choice
of the bird cages we had spoken about. 
For the first time since moving here I had the

email addresses for all my neighbors. So I sent them
a note and another to Mary Uhl, cochair of the NW
Committee. She forwarded the email to all the block

captains. A few hours later, Thom and I were rush-
ing out the door to go out with some friends and the
phone rang. It was block captain Tom
Chepucavage who thought he had seen a lost bird
ad in Outback Video.
When we got back home, I drove to Outback

Video and saw the sign for a lost parakeet, white
with sky blue markings. “Not the one,” I thought.
But I called anyway and left a message. Upon return-
ing home the phone rang and neighbor Daryl
Bracken offered a bird cage and brought it right
over. It was big and outfitted with everything a para-
keet could want. Kathryn’s cage was a better fit for
our house, so between the two, we had the perfect
cage. I told my husband, “Okay, you know this
means we have to get birds if we find the owner.”
It was time to transfer the bird, so we opened the

basket and out he flew—an incredibly beautiful
white parakeet with sky blue markings! We caught
him and put him in the new cage. It was time to try
the number again for the people who lost their bird.
Anna Farrier answered. “We have your bird!” I
said. She was in total disbelief and came right over
from their home about a mile away on Moya Loop.
As it turns out, Mr. Peepers got out of his cage on

Friday and managed to survive in the wilds of
Eldorado for two nights. He belonged to Ken
Kalstad of 33 Moya Loop whose neighbor Anna is
good friends with Mr. Peepers, as are her daughters
Brianna, 11, and Merry, 14. The girls designed the
lost bird sign and it was agreed that if the bird were
found, they could become the owners, which they
now happily are!
The moral of the story is: Neighborhood Watch

is good for more than crime prevention. It is a love-
ly way to enrich your sense of connection in your cor-
ner of Eldorado. You just never know what can hap-
pen when you bring people together. (Thom and I
are now planning to get some pet birds.) Try it! To
learn about starting your block, email Marilyn
Walker at Lightwalker2@comcast.net.

—Hope Kiah

Jeepers, Mr. Peepers

Above left to right:
Mr Green (parrot),
Merry & Brianna
Farrier, Mr Peepers
and Ken Kalstad.
Below: Mr Peepers!
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The ECIA hosted a fabulous July 4th party,
with hundreds attending. In addition to
the usual parade—where participants risk
outnumbering spectators—there was
music by the Scottish Rite Order of the
Thistle Pipe and Drums, the Eldorado
Community Band, and the Eldorado Swing
Band. The crowd met in the Community
Center breezeway for free food—popcorn,
snowcones, lemonade, barbecued hot dogs
and free balloons. ERA members helped
with the serving.

ECIA Vice President Ed Benrock, dressed in
turn-of-the-19th-century finery complete
with waxed handlebar mustache (his own!)
served as parade marshal and master of
ceremonies. Following food and music,
there were swimming pool games for the
kids. A new feature this year was a
petting area at one corner of the Dog
Park, where horses from the Eldorado
Stables were available for visiting and
petting.  

Security 204-2945
Sheriff 428-3720

Crime Stoppers 955-5050
A Frabjus Fourth

From far left, Loretta Armstrong, Bonnie Mamp,  and (seated on
bike rack) Doug Armstrong (members of the Eldorado Stable

Committee) and  horses Raven, Valentine, and Brandy gather with
visitors at a shady spot near the dog park at the July 4th festivities.
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